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Clubnight
September Clubnight - Bowling
Tuesday 6th September
Meet from 7:30pm
Bowling starts at 8:00pm
Go Bowling, Court Drive, Dunstable LU5 4JD
£20 for 2 games + basket meal + drink
Please contact Alan T to book your place

THE BIRTHDAY BOX !
Happy September Birthday wishes go this month to twins Doug and
Mike Harrison, Dave Robins and last but not least Sarah Cox.
Opinions expressed in this newsletter are those of the contributor and not necessarily those of the Boundless by CSMA, North West London
Group Committee or those of the Editor. In addition, articles on maintenance, etc. are published in good faith and no liability can be accepted
by the Boundless by CSMA, North West London Group Committee or those of the Editor for the accuracy of such contributions or for damage
or malfunction arising from their use, no matter how they are used.

Visit The Big End on the Internet - http://news.boundlessevents.uk
Boundless North West London Group
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Editorial
••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

Sad news of the sudden death of John Bryant last month. Steve Jenkins has kindly put together an
obituary of John, which can be found on page 9. Such a shame we won’t be seeing him out on the
12 Cars again.
Yet again no good autotest news to announce, as it is still ongoing for venue confirmation.
The Group had a good day out at Croxley, but boy was it
hot. Next time we need to bring some shade, but as Alan
says in his bit, that might be to keep the rain off. Everyone
had some interest in their own car, mainly visitors saying “I
use to have one of those”, but some chats were quite
interesting. It did seem odd that there seemed to be a lack
of old run of the mill cars, it was mainly very old, American
or the more modern classics, with a few competition cars
thrown in.
My Ford Focus cut out the other day and I just about limped home, with what felt like one cylinder
working and a max speed of about 2mph. Good job there wasn’t an uphill bit involved and I’d only
got about half a mile from home! Looks at the moment like the low pressure fuel pump has failed
and of course, this is fitted in the fuel tank without an access hole in the rear floor and requires the
fuel tank to be removed. I’m sure there will be something on YouTube to do this an easier way! I’ll
let you know next month how it goes.
The recent F1 race at Spa saw a lot of gravel traps reappearing at the circuit, which will help
concentrate the minds of the drivers on track limits! Seems they have actually been put in for the
bike racers who are coming to the circuit. Also in F1 news, there has been a lot of driver change
happening, with McLaren dropping Daniel Ricciardo and taking in the current F2 leader Oscar
Piastri, who also happens to be the Alpine reserve driver, who Alpine thought they had signed, when
Sebastian Vettel decided to leave Aston Martin at the end of the year. Hope you followed all that!
The race itself showed just how much of a performance advantage the Red Bull has, with Max
Verstappen starting 14th on the grid and being up to a podium position by lap eight (and several of
those were behind the safety car)!
Well the accident everyone expected Kalle Rovanpera to
have this year finally arrived on the Belgium round, when he
under steered into a ditch and had a big roll. Mind you, I
don’t think you have a small accident in a Belgium ditch, just
ask Craig Breen! They got the car patched up and he duly
got the maximum points from the power stage. He is still
favourite to win the championship though, such is his lead,
with only four rounds remaining. Elfyn Evans managed to
get another second place but has dropped to third due to
Ott Tanak’s wins on the last two events. Currently, other
than Sebastien Loeb on the first round, Rovanpera (5) and Tanak (3) have won all the other events
between them!
Hopefully we will see you at the bowling for clubnight, for some fun and socialising.
Keep safe.
Mike B.
NOTE: Deadline for contributions to the October newsletter is Thursday 22nd September
The Big End - September 2022
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Chairmans
book
´
••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

As we were on holiday last month, Ann and I missed the car show at Croxley, but I understand it
went well (a very hot day), with Alan, Pete, Mike and Lorraine showing their cars on our club stand,
with I think eight new people signing up for our newsletter.
The only down side was the lack of toilets. My thanks to Alan for taking charge on the day and we
will hope to be back there next year, which will have toilets and is a ticket (obtained in advance) only
display, so if you feel like wanting to display your car, get in touch with me.
As I said, Ann and I were on holiday at the time, but because the Audi developed a fault just two
days before we were off, we ended up taking
Ann’s MGZR. It was a bit like driving a go-kart,
which was grat fun. Once back, the Audi went
into the garage, but as we speak, it’s still there
having been fixed three times! The last time it
was fixed, I collected it just before lunch and then
went off to site and driving back it went wrong
again and I ended up being recovered and taken
back to the garage. It’s still there as I type this
article!
They have replaced the EGR (Exhaust Gas Recirculation Cooler Unit) and two other valves, but still
no luck, it’s road tested and works fine. But when I drive it home, after about 20 – 30 minutes driving,
the same warning light appears and it goes into limp mode, where it has no power and won’t rev
above 3,000 rpm. As with all modern cars it would seem, all they can do is plug it into the diagnostic
machine and follow the codes. I do wonder sometimes if cars are just getting too complicated?
Looking on Google it’s a common problem with VWs and Audi’s and the parts are all part of the
ultra-low emission system. Progress!
So with my car in the garage, I set off last Thursday for our drink and a chat at the Red Lion, only
for the head gasket to go on the M25, so I was recovered back home and it’s now sitting on the
driveway awaiting our mechanic to take a look at it. Unfortunately he’s currently on holiday.
So we are currently down to one car and that’s the Sprite, which is great given the weather, but not
good for the weekend shop or family events where we could do with four seats! I just hope the Audi
is fixed before the end of the week, as I need it to tow the Sprite up to the Castle Combe track day
on September the 5th! And yes, the recently refurbished wheels look fantastic.
Cars ahhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhh!
However, the two weeks in Cornwall were fantastic, with terrific weather, as you can see from the
photo. Claire and Jacob came down to join us for
the second week, and Jacob went go-karting at
an outdoor track, just the other side of Bodmin,
and thoroughly enjoyed himself, overtaking the
entire field! I wonder if we have another Lewis
Hamilton in the making?
The WRC marches on, with Kalle Rovanpera making his first big mistake, with a big roll and off on
the first day on the Belgium Ypres Rally and Elfyn Evan’s co-driver making a rare mistake of booking
in early to a control. All of which opened the door to allow Ott Tanak to win the event and Elfyn taking
second slot.
Chairman’s notebook - continues on page 7
The Big End - September 2022
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Secretarys
´
••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
We didn’t put on a normal clubnight in August. Instead, we took up some space at the Croxley Green
Classic Car event to put on show my Porsche, Pete’s Mk2 Jaguar, Mike B’s tarmac autosolo Mazda MX5
and Ian/Lorraine’s super Mini (Charlie). We also put on a small display of Boundless and North West
London information and mostly thanks to Lorraine’s amazing marketing skills, managed to ‘talk’ to a
number of show visitors to tell them what we are all about. We also had a number of our regular Group
members visit out little set up, despite the sweltering heat which made resting in the shade very
attractive. We certainly anticipate repeating the exercise next year, however we will take along a gazebo
to either provide shelter if it is scorching again, or probably more likely, a little bit of protection if the
weather is somewhat inclement!!
Sadly, it seems all of our planned grass autotests for the summer months have gone by the wayside,
mostly due to not being able to find suitable land and certainly with the enormous heat we have endured
during the last months, the situation has not improved, as most farmers just want to protect their fields
for future agricultural use. Let’s hope we have more luck in 2023.
Our September clubnight on Tuesday 6th will see our annual visit to the tenpin bowling lanes at
Dunstable. I have managed to negotiate the same deal as last year, despite the venue increasing their
prices by 25% from 1st September for other guests! So, for £20 per person, you will get two games of
bowling, with all equipment and shoes provided, also a basket meal with a choice of menu and an
included drink. If you are able to drop me an email stating you are likely to attend, that would be much
appreciated, so that we can get the numbers about right. Please arrive at the bowling alley around
7:30pm, so that we can get organised for a 8:00pm bowling start. I am sure it will be an enjoyable
evening as always.
Thursday 15th September will see our regulars gather in the bar at The Red Lion from about 8:30pm for
our ‘Chat and a Drink’ informal occasion. As well as discussing local Group topics we may well often
spend some time putting the world to rights – do join us if you can.
Another date for your diaries is Tuesday 4th October, where we will be returning to The Function Room
at the Red Lion to enjoy a talk and dvd about the organisation and running of the Lombard Revival Rally
presented by Alan Smith. The rally took place for a few years in the mid 2000’s and Alan was hugely
involved in the organisation of the event and has a number of tales to tell us how it all came about. I am
informed that a number of NWL ‘personalities’ appear in the film, so do come along to what will be a
great, nostalgic evening.
Gwilym has kindly agreed to put on another karting evening at Dunstable on Friday 21st October. This
will take the previously tried and tested formula of three fifteen minute sessions for 16 drivers at a cost
of £34.20 per driver. If you wish to participate please let me or Gwilym know so that we can be sure of
having enough drivers.
Our planned programme is as follows – do hope to see you at some or all of them!!
Tuesday
Sunday
Thursday
Tuesday
Sunday
Thursday
Friday

6th September
11th September
15th September
4th October
9th October
20th October
21st October

– NWL Clubnight – tenpin bowling at Dunstable
– NWL Chiltern Autotest
– NWL Chat and a Drink at The Red Lion
– NWL Clubnight – Lombard Rally talk by Alan Smith at The Red Lion
– NWL Autumn Autotest – tbc
– NWL Chat and a Drink at The Red Lion
– NWL Karting evening at Dunstable

That’s about it for now – do hope to see you at one or more of our events
Alan T
The Big End - September 2022
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North London Region (NEL / NWL / TV)

Motor Sport Coordinators' Bulletin

September 2022

Date Day
Event (Status)
Type of Event
Club
Sep Fri 9
*
Summer Jolly 12 Car (Cm)
Navigational rally
Blackbird AC
Sun 11
Chiltern Autotest (Cm) - TBC Grass autotest - CANCELLED
CSMA NWL
Sun 18 *
September Solo (Cm)
Cross between autotest/sprint
Farnborough DMC
Fri 23
*
12 Car (Cm)
Navigational rally
Oxford MC
Oct Sun 2
*
Boanerges AutoSolo (Cm)
Cross between autotest/sprint
Oxford MC
Sun 9
Autumn Autotest (Cm) - TBC Grass autotest
CSMA NWL
Fri 14
*
12 Car (Cm)
Navigational rally
Blackbird AC
Nov Fri 11
12 Car (Cm)
Navigational rally
Blackbird AC
Fri 25
12 Car (Cm)
Navigational rally
Oxford MC
Dec Fri 9
12 Car (Cm)
Navigational rally
Blackbird AC
10/11
Preston Rally (Cm)
Very tough road rally
Chelmsford MC
Jan Fri 6
12 Car (Cm)
Navigational rally
CSMA NWL
Feb Fri 3
12 Car (Cm)
Navigational rally
CSMA NEL
Mar Fri 3
12 Car (Cm)
Navigational rally
CSMA NWL
Fri 31
12 Car (Cm)
Navigational rally
CSMA NWL
Licence required: (I/Nat/Inter/Cm) = MSUK Licence, (C) = Club Card, () = Nothing, * = Regs available
John Bryant – It was so sad to hear the news of John’s recent passing, due to complications arising from routine
surgery. He was always happy to be out on our 12 Car rallies and we will miss him when they start again next year.
Past Events
Future Events
Grass Autotests Another month and another event has had to be cancelled, so unfortunately, the Chiltern has also
had to be cancelled, as we are too close to the date to have any chance of getting enough entries or marshals. We are
still trying to sort a location/date confirmation with possible venues and to check them out. We will just have to hope that
the next event will go ahead, but we are now into a very dry period, so the farmers may be wanting to keep what grass
they have for feed. When we have more concrete info, I’ll be sending out a notification to everyone concerned. Watch
this space!
Car Club Membership If you know of anyone who had Bedford Car Club membership to do our 12 Cars and Autotests,
now that the club has ceased issuing new cards for this year, the best alternative it to join Harrow Car Club. They have
the same cost for competition membership and are already invited to all our events. https://harrowcarclub.net/
Other Events Please see the calendar above for other events we have an invite to. I can get regs for any of these, just
contact me if interested. We will be invited to all the Anglian Motor Sport Club autosolos/autotests throughout the year.
Mike Biss: NLR Motor Sports Coordinator

Tel: 07753 137415

E-mail: mike.biss@btinternet.com

NWL Clubnight - 4th October
Function Room at the Red Lion - 8pm
Alan Smith talk
The organisation and running of the
Lombard Revival Rally
Many NWL members were out competing

NWL Autumn Autotest - Sunday 9th October TBC
Venue - T.B.A.
Organisers: T.B.A./ T.B.A. - Entry Fee £28 (Juniors £15)
All forwards tests, passengers (PCA) or no passengers (Clubmans)
Great fun day out driving - Marshals required
Regs available (when site confirmed) from Mike B or from the website - Online entries only
The Big End - September 2022
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Chairman’s notebook - continued from page 4
I don’t believe it will make any difference in the
likely WRC Championship results at the end of
the season, rather like the F1 championship after
the Belgium Grand Prix at the weekend.
For next month’s clubnight we have our annual
bowling event at the Dunstable Bowling Alley on
Tuesday the 6th September. Alan has done his
usual good job on the entry fee, with both food
and a drink included in the price for the entry
ticket. See the advert further on in the newsletter
and do let Alan know if you intend coming along
for a good friendly fun evening.
Ann and I are then off to the Cotswolds for the weekend of the 9th – 11th September, for the annual
running of the Retro Run. This year it is based at The Cricklade House Hotel and Spa and is once
again organised by Malcolm and Madeleine Grubb. I believe the event has a full entry list, but if you
are interested in a nice quiet drive around the Cotswolds, why not contact them. I will try and write
an article for next month’s newsletter and the event returns to the Metropole Hotel next year, if you
are interested.
Don’t forget we have a drink and a chat at the Red Lion on the 15th September and we are usually
there from around about 8:30pm.
Mike H

NWL Group Meal
Saturday 12th November
The meal is booked for 7:00pm
The Round Bush
Round Bush Lane, Aldenham,
Watford, Herts WD25 8BG
This will be another return visit to this very
enjoyable venue for a meal and a chat.
There is no need to pre-order food, just
choose on the day. You can view the menu on
the pubs website www.theroundbush.co.uk.
We will split the food bill at the end of the
evening and everyone can purchase their
own drinks at the bar.
To book your place, please e-mail me at
anne.e.graves@btinternet.com or text me on
07811 905360. See you there. Anne

The Big End - September 2022
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NWL Indoor Karting Event - Friday 21st October
After the success of the last event, we are planning
another Friday evenings karting at TeamSport Karting in Dunstable. The cost of the evening will be
£34.20 per driver. The site is multi-level and has a
500m course distance.
The event consists of three 15 minute sessions on
track, with a 15 minute break in-between, same as
before. You will be kitted out with their helmets and
overalls, but bring your own balaclava and gloves if
you have them, otherwise you will need to purchase
these on the day.
Please contact Gwilym on gwilym.griffiths@boundlescommunities.co.uk or 07754 525650 as
soon as possible please, of your interest.
Gwilym

Vauxhall Chevette update - Doug Harrison
After finishing this year’s Manx Rally, there were no more events that
appealed to Mike and myself, or they coincided with my planned trip to
New Zealand at the end of September, therefore I decided it was a good
time to have the engine and gearbox out.
When I purchased the car, the body had been completely stripped and
re-built as detailed in past newsletters, but the engine and gearbox were
taken on trust as being ok. After competing two full seasons in the
Chevette, the gear change could be better and the engine oil pressure
dips on really tight hairpins, so now was a good opportunity to have both
inspected.
The gearbox removal was straightforward and I delivered it to Retro
Engineering, a family run business near Evesham. They specialise in
Historic Touring cars, namely BMWs and therefore have experience in
the Getrag gearbox fitted to the Chevette. The gearbox will be stripped
and any worn parts replaced
The engine was removed. This wasn’t so straightforward! Mainly due to
the space around the exhaust manifold bolts being really tight and one
bolt is an Allen head bolt, which required me to cut down the standard
Allen key in order to fit and undo, what a B......!
The engine is off to J S Motorsport this week, a specialist in Historic and
competition engines, based in Warwickshire, just outside Birmingham.
The strip and rebuild is being supervised by Stuart Anderson, who runs
a Historic Chevette HSR in the Stage Master Championship. Stuart
uses J S Motorsport for his own engines and customers, he will also
provide any new parts required. The engine will be fitted with an
up-rated oil pump, new pistons, fully balanced etc and will be re-built
and dyno tested ready for me to collect in November.
So fingers crossed that all goes to plan!
The Big End - September 2022
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Obituary - John Bryant
It is with great sadness to learn of John’s sudden and unexpected death on 4th
August due to complications arising from routine surgery.
John was born on 28th November 1949
and qualified as a Fellow of the Chartered
Insurance Institute in his early 20’s, prior
to a successful career in insurance and
financial services. He was a member and
past Chairman of Toddington Round Table, President of the Toddington branch
of the Royal British Legion, past Chairman of Toddington Old Boys, member of
Dunstable Old Boys and a leading member and past President of The Rotary
Club of Dunstable.
John was a lifetime motorsport enthusiast
with a particular interest in rallying, although his experience was spread
across other aspects, including track, hill
climbs and autotests. Having met John
some 35 years ago through Round Table, it was only by chance that we discovered that we had both been members of
Sporting Owner Drivers Club, albeit at
different times, which prompted our
somewhat modest return to rallying.
Back in the 1970’s John competed at
high level in rallying, including Motoring
News series road rallies, several nationals and the RAC Rally. John was always
a fan of Minis and the first 12 cars in
which we competed were in a Mini, before advancing years propelled us to the
warmth and comfort of the VW Golf! Our
success on CSMA 12 cars was somewhat mixed, (mainly due to erratic navigation, rather than any fault with the
driver!) Although the pandemic and various other commitments meant that we
competed in very few events during the
last couple of seasons, it is rather fitting that on our very last event back in April we
managed to come equal first; John would be so pleased to finish at the top!
John leaves his wife Lynda to whom I’m sure we all extend our greatest sympathy.
The Big End - September 2022
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Diary
2022
••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
DRINK & CHAT Venue
The Red Lion,
56 London Road,
Hemel Hempstead
HP3 9TD

CLUBNIGHT Venue
The Red Lion,
56 London Road,
Hemel Hempstead
HP3 9TD

September
Sun 4th
Tue 6th
9th-11th
Sun 11th
Sun 11th
Thu 15th
30th-2nd

F1 - Netherlands
NWL Clubnight - Bowling, Dunstable
WRC - Greece
NWL Chiltern Autotest - Cancelled
F1 - Italy
NWL Chat and a Drink - The Red Lion, HH
WRC - New Zealand

October
Sun 2nd
Tue 4th
Sun 9th
Sun 9th
Thu 20th
21st-23rd
Sun 23rd
Sun 30th

F1 - Singapore
NWL Clubnight - Alan Smith Talk - The Red Lion, HH
NWL Autumn Autotest - TBC
F1 - Japan
NWL Chat and a Drink - The Red Lion, HH
WRC - Spain
F1 - United States
F1 - Mexico

November
Tue 1st
11th-13th
Sat 12th
Sun 13th
Thu 17th
Sun 20th

NWL Clubnight - Fun Darts - The Red Lion, HH
WRC - Japan
NWL Group Meal - The Round Bush, Watford
F1 - Brazil
NWL Chat and a Drink - The Red Lion, HH
F1 - Abu Dhabi

Dates to reserve:

The Big End - September 2022
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