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Clubnight
Tuesday 3rd May, from 7:30pm

BOULE
The Five Bells,
Station Road,
Stanbridge, Beds LU7 9JF

THE BIRTHDAY BOX !
This month it’s happy birthday to the following people: Sara Austin, Shirley
Baldwin and Gill Coghlin - congratulations all round!
Opinions expressed in this newsletter are those of the contributor and not necessarily those of the Boundless by CSMA, North West London
Group Committee or those of the Editor. In addition, articles on maintenance, etc. are published in good faith and no liability can be accepted
by the Boundless by CSMA, North West London Group Committee or those of the Editor for the accuracy of such contributions or for damage
or malfunction arising from their use, no matter how they are used.

Visit The Big End on the Internet - http://news.boundlessevents.uk
Boundless North West London Group
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Editorial
••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

Mike Harrison has put together an article on Ted Manktelow’s rallying history from an article Ted did
for the HRCR magazine back in 2005 and this appears on pages 10-12. Apologies for the quality of
the pictures, but they were already copies and some are from small sample pictures from an event.
Just had a leaflet put through the door to say there is a meeting
planned this weekend to talk about reinstating a new railway
station at Ampthill, on the site of the one that was closed in 1959.
What with plans still in limbo for anew station at the massive new
housing estate at Wixhams, there could be two new stations
between Flitwick and Bedford, three if the new East/West route
has a southern connection! There is now talk in government
about upgrading the East/West route to a full blown main line,
with through routes to other parts of the country, rather than just
running between Cambridge and Oxford.
The F1 championship now seems to be a two
horse race between Ferrari and Red Bull, as
Mercedes are still in dire straights with their
inability to understand what is causing the bouncing effect on the straights. None of the teams had
this in their computations and wind tunnel work
but only Red Bull seem to have this under control. The Ferraris have it quite bad but they can
get rid of it well before the corner, which Mercedes can’t. George Russell says it is so bad that
he is getting shoulder and back problems from it.
Nice to see that he is managing to make the most
of a poor car and he was even racing against Valtteri Bottas in the race, rather than crashing into
him as per last year!
The last 12 Car rally of the season went very well and there was only one penalty on the whole
event, other than time dropped. It is still interesting watching the results live as cars go through the
various controls. Hopefully we can start to integrate marshals back into the App for next season.
Our grass autotests are being held up by a lack of a
venue, so if you have any contacts for a possible
source of venue, please let me know.
The recent WRC event in Croatia was a damp affair a
lot of the time and very few WRC cars made it to the
finish. There was even a WRC2 car in the points for the
Power Stage! Oliver Solberg got caught out on a slippery corner and parked the rear of the car in the trees,
where it subsequently set the trees on fire!
I was out competing in the MX5 at the weekend and I
was going quite well until one too many cones saw me
drop a place. Looks like it is out of date set up wise, as
the other cars have had a lot of development work done on them to make them seem planted.
Keep safe.
Mike B.
NOTE: Deadline for contributions to the June newsletter is Thursday 26th May
The Big End - May 2022
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Chairmans
book
´
••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

I understand that the Beetle Drive organised by our man of many talents, Mr Alan Thurbon, was the usual light
hearted affair and great fun for those of you in attendance. As mentioned in last month’s newsletter, Ann and I
were away up in the Lake District enjoying a well-earned holiday in the sunshine! Well, actually, the weather was
very kind to us and yes we did indeed have sunshine!
From the photographs you will see we encountered one or two interesting vehicles
in and around Keswick, I would dearly love to have taken the Sprite, but the
luggage for a week would not fit these days! It did back in the 80’s; we even
managed two weeks away in Ireland with it, but not these days! The photo of the
speed boats on display was taken at the new Jetty Museum on Lake Windermere
and is recommended if you are ever up there, as is the combined railway ride from
Haverthwaite to Lakeside and then steamer to Bowness-on-Windermere and
return.
Also included, is a picture of the Mathewsons showroom, located just outside of
Scarborough on the A170 at Thornton-le-Dale, which is featured on Bangers &
Cash classic car auction programme, which Ann and I visited on our way back
home, as we visited family in Scarborough on the way home. We even met Derek
and said hello and I have to say he is exactly as portrayed on the programme and
no, I wasn’t tempted to buy another classic car, as the museum and showroom was
closed and Ann took hold of my wallet to ensure it remained firmly closed!
I also understand Alan’s 12 Car rally on the 1st April, the last
in this year’s series, was also a success, even though sadly
it was down on numbers. We now look forward to the autotest season, that’s if we can find a suitable field! If you
know of one, please pass on the information to Mike Biss.
Doug and I are off to the Isle of Man next week, to compete
on the Manx National Rally, which will run over two days on
the 13th and 14th of May. Ian O’Conner and his son Dan
have very kindly offered to service for us and I am really looking
forward to sitting in the left hand seat once more. I can’t quite
believe that the last event we did was the Weston Park Stages
way back in March 2020. No pressure then!
The entry is limited to 120 cars and to date it’s not full, but
hopefully it will be by the time of the event. Doug and I go over on
the Tuesday, so that we can recon the stages over the Wednesday and Thursday (twice only and not in the rally car and limited
to 30mph), with Ian and Dan joining us on the Thursday. Owen
Turner also has an entry driving a Mitsubishi Lancer, with codriver Rachel Vestey and I am sure we will meet up with them for
a beer or two!
Please note that the Quadruplex on the 18th June is no longer a
Scalextric event, it has reverted to a quiz format, similar to
previous ones. I will most likely spice it up with some challenges,
just to bring some variety to it. However, we will I think have our
own Scalextric event in the autumn.
For this month’s clubnight, Alan is once again in charge and we
have a boules evening at the Five Bells in Stanbridge on the 3rd
May and then our drink and a chat back at the Red Lion on the
19th May. To ensure it doesn’t rain on the boules evening, please
bring along an umbrella!
Mike H.

The Big End - May 2022
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••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Another month has zoomed by and here we are in May! It doesn’t seem that long ago that we were
opening Christmas presents and even, by now, the Easter bunny has been and gone. The only good
thing about this passing of time is we now have longer, lighter days and the weather is kinder to us
and even the Easter break for most of us saw beautiful sunny, warm days. Hopefully the weather
will be kind to us for our future clubnight programme, which will be outdoor based for the next four
months – more details of these later.
Going back to last month, I organised the final 12 Car rally of the winter series on Friday 1st April
and with Mike B’s superb assistance, the event used the RallyAppLive which assisted in making the
event run like clockwork but disappointingly no marshals were used which may have slightly diluted
the social atmosphere of the event. Only six crews managed to make the start line, but all finished
in good time and seemed to have enjoyed a good evenings motorsport.
A few days later on Tuesday 5th April, we were back in the function room at The Red Lion for our
April clubnight which saw the running of the postponed beetle drive from earlier in the year. Great
fun was had by all the attendees, with Editor Mike and John Dossett coming out clear winners. The
all ladies team of Lorraine O’Connor and Anne Robins took a fine runner-up place and were closing
up on the victors in the final games – if only we had played a couple more games!!
As mentioned above, we will be venturing outdoors for our next four clubnights and the first of these
will take place on Tuesday 3rd May in the lovely gardens of The Five Bells of Stanbridge where we
will be making exclusive use of their boule pitch, so do come along if you can for some light exercise
of a very mildly competitive nature. The fun will start at 7:30pm and the pub has good food available
if that takes your fancy. If the weather is unkind, we will have to resort to the bar for an impromptu
noggin!
Thursday 19th May will see our regulars gather in the bar at The Red Lion from about 8:30pm for
our ‘Chat and a Drink’ informal occasion. As well as discussing local Group topics, we may well often
spend some time putting the world to rights – do join us if you can.
June clubnight, on Tuesday 7th June will see Anne and Steve Graves organise a walking treasure
hunt in and around Rickmansworth High Street. The exact location of the event base will be
advertised elsewhere in this Big End (ED: see page 13) or please watch out next month for the full
details. Make a note of the date now and pop along for an enjoyable evening.
On Saturday 18th June, Chairman Mike will be organising the inter-Group Quadruplex competition
in St Albans and your support would be most welcome to aid North West London Group to another
victory.
Our planned programme is as follows – do hope to see you at some or all of them!!
Tuesday 3rd May
Thursday 19th May
Tuesday 7th June
Thursday 16th June
Saturday 18th June

– NWL Clubnight – Boule evening, The Five Bells, Stanbridge
– NWL Chat and a Drink at The Red Lion
– NWL Clubnight – walking Treasure Hunt, Rickmansworth
– NWL Chat and a Drink at The Red Lion
– NWL Quadruplex Intergroup competition

That’s about it for now – do hope to see you at one or more of our events
Alan T
The Big End - May 2022
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North London Region (NEL / NWL / TV)

Motor Sport Coordinators' Bulletin

May 2022

Date Day
Event (Status)
Type of Event
Club
Jun Sat 11 *
Autosolo (Cm)
Cross between autotest/sprint
Dolphin MC
Sun 12
Greenacres Autotest (C)
Grass autotest
CSMA NWL
Sat 18
Quadruplex ()
Intergroup Competition
CSMA NWL
Sun 19
Autosolo (Cm)
Cross between autotest/sprint
Farnborough DMC
Jul
Sun 10
Grasshopper Autotest (C)
Grass autotest
CSMA NEL
Aug Sun 14
Paddock Autotest (C)
Grass autotest
CSMA NWL
Sep Sun 11
Chiltern Autotest (C)
Grass autotest
CSMA NWL
Oct Sun 9
Autumn Autotest (C)
Grass autotest
CSMA NWL
Licence required: (I/Nat/Inter/Cm) = MSUK Licence, (C) = Club Card, () = Nothing, * = Regs available
Past Events
April 12 Car Rally The event only had six entries, but there were several apologies for date clashes. With a straight
forward route and not many passage checks, it was looking like it was going to be a three way tie, until the very last
section when Pete and Graeme had a problem and dropped out of contention. It was left to the tie decider of lowest cc
to sort the other two out and at least John and Steve have the consolation of getting to stay as novices for a little longer.
Good showing by Steve with his first use of the App Everyone made it back to the finish pub for a well-earned drink.
Results are shown below.
Future Events
Grass Autotests We are currently still looking for a new field (again) and although there are a couple of locations
already asked, I am still awaiting replies. Not sure when we will find out anything, but as soon as we do, I’ll be sending
out a notification to everyone concerned. Watch this space!
Quadruplex This intergroup competition is returning in June and hopefully you will be refreshed from its break to come
along and have a go. NOTE: The format has been changed from the previous announcement and will now be a Quiz
event, so hopefully making it more inclusive to the other groups. This will be held at the Greenwood Park Community
Centre, Chiswell Green, St Albans AL2 3HW with the action taking place between 3pm and 5:30pm.
Car Club Membership If you know of anyone who had Bedford Car Club membership to do our 12 Cars and Autotests,
now that the club has ceased issuing new cards for this year, the best alternative it to join Harrow Car Club. They have
the same cost for competition membership and are already invited to all our events. https://harrowcarclub.net/
Other Events Please see the calendar above for other events we have an invite to. I can get regs for any of these, just
contact me if interested. We will be invited to all the Anglian Motor Sport Club autosolos/autotests throughout the year.
Mike Biss: NLR Motor Sports Coordinator

Tel: 07753 137415

CSMA North West London Group
No Crew

Cls

E-mail: mike.biss@btinternet.com

12 Car Rally - Results

1st April 2022

PC A TC2 PC B TC3 PC C TC4 PC D TC5 PC E TC6 PC F TC7 PC G TC8 PC H MTC9 Mins Pens Total O/A Cls

2 Billy Johnson/Dave Tearl

Exp

0

0

2

0

0

0

0

0

2

0

2

1

1

4 John Bryant/Steve Jenkins

Nov

0

0

2

0

0

0

0

0

2

0

2

2

1

1 Pete Gregory/Graeme Presswell

Exp

0

0

2

0

0

0

0

10

12

0

12

3

2

6 David Smith/Richard Smith

Beg

2

2

5

0

3

0

0

0

12

0

12

4

1

3 Jim Drake/Graham Robinson

Exp

7

6

4

4

0

0

0

6

27

0

27

5

3

5 Mark Brumwell/Gwilym Griffiths

Nov

1

3

4

2

1

1

1

x30

7

20

30

50

6

2

Key

WR

EX

-

Org: Alan Thurbon
Sec: Mike Biss
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Exceeding make up allowed

NWL Group

Clubnight 3rd May - Five Bells at Stanbridge

Station Road, Stanbridge LU7 9JF
Boule commencing at 7:30pm
(optional wearing of berets, stripy tee shirts and onions around the neck)
The pub does very good food if you wished to ‘eat out’.

Quadruplex

Saturday 18th June

NWL will be hosting the return of this intergroup competition
Greenwood Park Community Centre, Chiswell Green, St Albans AL2 3HW
3pm to 5:30pm (with break for tea/coffee)

- - - - - CHANGE OF FORMAT - - - - Now a Quiz event
Individual team and best Group prizes
The Big End - May 2022
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24th July - Sunday outing by car to The Railways
We go for a tour of The Railways, first for lunch and a look round at Quainton, then a drive
south from Bucks into Oxfordshire to Chinnor where we have twenty bookings on their last
steam train of the day for a return journey to Princes Risborough, on the Chinnor & Princes
Risborough Railway.

Stop 1 – Buckinghamshire Railway Centre, Quainton HP22 4BY
This is an extensive railway museum about 5
miles west of Aylesbury, with an impressive
number of engines, coaches and paraphernalia to see, and runs a train continually along its
short length of track. There is an excellent
café for lunch if required.
Admission price is £13, which includes free
train rides if you wish. This entry fee needs to
be settled through me, as it’s Thomas the
Tank Engine day and the regular entry is £20.
The plan is to meet up here, in the café, in the
morning at say 11:30 and have a look round the museum, the sheds and the permanent display of
restored old coaches. Time for a quick ride on the steam train if you wish or a look at the miniature
railway. Entry to Quainton café is free, but there is a small charge should you wish to travel on the
miniature railway.
Then back in the cars by 2:30 to………….

Stop 2 – Chinnor & Princes Risborough Railway, Chinnor OX39 4ER
Arriving half an hour later at Chinnor, aiming for
3 o’clock to allow for a look round, explore their
restoration shed and signal box, and the shop on
the platform, stock up with some snacks for the
journey and find our reserved seats on the 3:30
to Princes Risborough. An hour round trip with a
short mid-journey break at Princes Risborough
Station.
I have booked 20 seats on the train (coach C) at
the concession fare (60+) of £11 and no further
costs have been incurred so that is what I shall
require when bookings are made with me.
Should anyone on the party look significantly younger than that, they may be asked for a small
surcharge, such is the penalty for being young. Ordinary tickets will be available at C&PRR for any
additional numbers.
We then go our separate ways, having enjoyed two preservation railways in one day!
First come first served for the booked tickets and open to North East London and North West
London members and guests.
Contact below to book and for how to pay on-line (no cheques anymore) and to register names for
additional persons planning to join us.
Bernard 01992 582323 or bernard.ward3@btinternet.com
The Big End - May 2022
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NWL Greenacres Autotest - Sunday 12th June
Venue - T.B.A.
Organisers: ???/Mike Harrison - Entry Fee £28 (Juniors £15)
All forwards tests, passengers (PCA) or no passengers (Clubmans)
Great fun day out driving - Marshals required
Regs available (when site confirmed) from Mike B or from the website - Online entries only
MSUK Clubman Licence (free) & Boundless MSUK card (free) required
Competitor PCA Entry Form or Competitor Clubman Entry Form
Marshal Registration

Manx Rally goes International in 2022
Manx Auto Sport will bring an international status stage rally to the Isle of Man for the first time in many years, as their
popular 13/14 May event will become a qualifying round of the FIA ERT Celtic Trophy and re-branded as the Manx Rally.
After being forced to cancel the 2020 and 2021 editions of the Manx National Rally, the enthusiastic organising team
have been working tirelessly behind the scenes to reinvigorate the highly-regarded Isle of Man event, with their plans
for 2022 attracting the attentions of the prestigious European Rally series.
Along with competitors in the Celtic Trophy heading to the TT Grandstand in Douglas for the two-day blast across some
of the island’s finest roads, the rally will also upgrade to full International status, enabling rally crews from across the
globe to contest the event.
Competitors will be greeted with a
spectacular line-up of 14 classic
stages including Little London,
Tholt-e-Will and Druidale comprising of around 100 stage miles
across Friday and Saturday, including an infamous night-time leg to
test even the most experienced of
competitor.
As always, competitors of all abilities (that lets us in then!), will be
welcomed on the event with a National category also following the
International route to suit those
crews a little closer to home and will
also be a counting round of the
HRCR Stage Masters Historic
Stage Rally Challenge, the Welsh
Historic Rally Championship, and
the ANWCC Rally Championship
Mike and I have an entry under the HRCR Stage Masters Historic Stage Rally Championship, entered in the 1978
Chevette HS. We are travelling over to the IOM on the Tuesday, in order to recce the stages on the Wednesday and
Thursday morning (has to be done in a non-rally car). Ian O’Connor and his son Dan have very kindly agreed to be our
service crew and they are travelling over on the Thursday. We all travel back on the Sunday.
The car has been checked over and after fitting new rear brake cylinders all is well, Dave Smith did mention they might
be seized after last year’s MOT! For the night stages, the four Cibie Oscars have been fitted (first use in anger) as they
have to be fitted for scrutineering on the Thursday afternoon. As usual, our aim is to enjoy ourselves and keep the car
in one piece. Pictures and a full write up next month
Cheers Doug

The Big End - May 2022
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“Ted’s piece” 40

Years of rallying – well almost!

This is an article Ted wrote for the HRCR some years ago and Joyce has very kindly agreed
that we can reproduce it again in our newsletter Mike H
At the recent HRCR (Historic Rally Car Register) Christmas Dinner I made the mistake of telling Monica what
a good job she was doing as the ” sub-editor” of the Newsletter. Don’t get me wrong, she is doing a great job
on the newsletter, but she told me she could only do the job if she had articles to publish and that as I hadn’t
written anything yet it was time that I did. So to avoid her wrath, here is a brief account of my rallying career.
It started in 1963 (probably before some of you were born) when a friend of mine by the name of George
Hempston said he would like to have a go at rallying and asked me if I would navigate. As we both worked
for the Telephone Department of the GPO, later to become BT, we were classed as industrial Civil Servants
and so we were both members of the Civil Service Motoring Association (CSMA). Our first rally run by the
CSMA was even then, a very rare type of rally, starting at about 3pm in the afternoon and finishing about
9pm in the evening, half in daylight and half in the dark.
On all my early rallies the timing was by a sealed
watch carried by the crew. The time that was
recorded was the time on the watch when it was
shown to the marshal. No going in early and
waiting for the correct time. At the first control on
our first rally we were early, the route card being
simple straight forward instructions and the car
in front was still waiting to go through the control.
As I still had some plotting to do, I told George
to let me know when the car in front moved off
and carried on plotting. The next thing I knew
was the car behind passing us, but the one in
front was still waiting. We quickly learnt out first
lesson – not to rely on other competitors!
On our third rally we won a novice award. It went to our heads a little. This was all too easy. How wrong we
were! Out next rally had me struggling and not too long after the start we went into a control where the
marshal said, “I’ve seen you before”. I had managed to double back on our previous route and book into the
same control twice, as which point, somewhat crestfallen, we headed straight for home.
Over the next couple of years we picked up a few awards, but I thought I could drive faster than George, so
in 1966 I purchased a Mini Cooper. I couldn’t afford a Cooper S. I did fairly well, with various navigators,
mainly on restricted rallies, which are roughly equivalent to the present National B rallies, until later that year
when I rolled the Cooper on a farm track near St Neots, finishing up with it on its roof. The only injury was a
bump on the head when I released my seat belt!
After re-building the Cooper, I swapped it for an
Imp Sport, which had an engine that overheated,
but a heater that didn’t work! I rallied the Imp, but
did not have a regular navigator at that time and
so was not too successful. I also continued to
navigate when asked. It was at this time, the end
of the 60s, that I met fellow CSMA member John
Evans and I am pleased to say that we have
been good friends as well as rallying partners
ever since.
In 1970 I brought my first MK1 Escort – a 1300cc
GT, which apart from the square headlights was
a useful rally car. With John navigating we started to do well, winning a couple of smaller rallies
and being well placed on restricted ones.

The Big End - May 2022
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We did the Scottish Rally in 1972, which was run over 4 days, starting in Glasgow on the Sunday morning,
driving all night arriving at Nairn on the Monday afternoon about 4pm, with loops out from Nairn on the
Tuesday & Wednesday. There were 55 stages in all and we came a creditable 4th in class out of 8, less than
50 seconds behind the 3rd placed crew. If we had been one second a stage faster…………..but rallying is
all about “if only”.
After the Scottish I sold the GT and bought
an Escort Sport. This was very similar to
the GT, with the same 1300cc engine, but
it had 13inch wheels instead of 12inch
ones, giving greater ground clearance. We
did the Scottish again in 1973, but this time
I went off and it took about 20 minutes to
get back on. There were very few spectators about by the time we came through at
number 150.
It was in this car that we had what I think
was our best ever result, when we came
2nd on a restricted rally, beating a lot of
more powerful cars. It was a road race and
an endurance test all in one. The regulations said it would be 150 miles, but I recorded over 230, all in one night! I know my odometer may have not been that accurate, but I don’t think it
was that far out. The rally went on and on and on. Apart from the winners, we were the only other car that
didn’t go OTL or having to cut. Our secret was to make up as much time as possible, whenever possible. I
still have a copy of a report on the rally, which says that we “caused some raised eyebrows at our
performance in the sport”.
Rally cars were getting faster and I needed more power, so I progressed to a Mexico. Unfortunately this car
didn’t seem to be much faster than the sport, but it had more torque making it a lot better on muddy whites.
I have run all my cars with standard engines – makes the insurance a lot easier.
I eventually sold this car to John and we continued rallying with me navigating for him. We managed to obtain
quite good results, mainly on restricted rallies. By then just about all restricted rallies were out and out road
races. The final section on a rally we did at that time was 10 miles, pre-plot on the straight roads in
Gloucestershire. We didn’t wrong slot and we were doing over 90mph in places and still dropped 5 minutes.
Some people cleaned the section. I hate to think what speeds they were doing. We couldn’t keep up, so we
retired from rallying in 1983.
The CSMA run a series of 12 car rallies on
Friday evenings and we returned to rallying in
the 90s with John navigating for me in my
Rover 214. In 1997 I heard about Historic
rallies for the first time and the idea appealed
to me, so I asked John if he would navigate
for me if I bought a suitable car. His reply was
“sounds fun” and it has been. Having previously owned three MK1 Escorts, there wasn’t
much doubt as to what car I was going to get.
I found a suitable car at Aston Clinton, so after
a gap of about 20 years I was once again the
proud owner of a MK1 Escort Sport, the Orange one that most of you will have seen.
It was obvious that a car of that age would take quite a bit of maintaining and although I could do the small
jobs and with John’s help, some slightly bigger ones, there would still be a lot we couldn’t or didn’t want to
do. Fortunately another CSMA member, Pete Gregory, who runs his own car maintenance business near
Clophill, was willing to do the bigger jobs. Pete was a regular rally driver some years ago and still does the
occasional full day and 12 car rallies. I can recommend Pete if any of you need work done on your rally cars.
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We started historic rallies with a couple of night events and came 2nd historic on both. It didn’t take long to
realise that the brakes were very poor and soon faded. Of course it’s wrong to compare the brakes on the
Sport with the brakes on a modern car, but they were still poor. On inspection the discs looked worn, so John
and I changed them. The old ones were about half the thickness of the new ones. No wonder I was getting
brake fade!
Our first regularity rally was the 1998 Midsummer. John quickly overcame the complexities of regularity
sections and we started to get some pretty good results. We are unlikely to win, as I am not too good on the
tests. We often seemed close to getting a really good result only to make a silly mistake – mainly John’s but
not always. After all he has more chance of making a mistake on a regularity rally than I do. But I remember
on the Palladwr rally, a couple of years ago, I was told to turn left at the T junction, half mile turn right. John
carried on plotting. After a while we realised we were wrong. I had turned right at the T not left. This cost us
some 3 places and we still finished 8th.
My real big mistake came in May this year, when on a CSMA night rally in Wales. I went off and hit a tree.
John was in no way to blame, he’d told me there was a 90˚ left to come and went on plotting. We came over
a brow, I saw the bend, hit the brakes, locked up, panicked and kept my foot on the brakes. Neither of us
thought we were going very fast by the time we hit the tree, but with a 28 year old car, it doesn’t take much
to do a lot of damage. The car was a write-off, but the good news was that the insurance I have with Liverpool
Victoria, arranged via the CSMA, covers me for rallying and they paid up in full.
I have since bought yet another MK1 Escort, so I am now on my 5th Escort, this one being yet another
Mexico, almost the same colour as the Sport, but not quite. This car had been garaged for some time and
the recorded mileage of 22,000 is supposed to be correct. The bodywork, chassis rails, etc. are in good
condition, but in other ways it’s not so good. Soon after I had it, the clutch started to judder or take up and
then start jumping out of reverse. Not very good on the driving tests!
Although it had been increasingly difficult to engage reverse, I decided to carry on rallying it and leave the
repairs until after this year’s events were over. That was the right decision as we have done well on the last
three rallies. Coming 6th O/A & 1st historic on the Mercian (night rally no reversing), 4th on the Regis (no
reversing on the tests) and 6th on the Palladwr (10 out of 15 tests had reversing I and I think we dropped
about one and a half minutes extra). This last rally proved that you should never give up, we were 18th at
halfway and made up 12 places in the second half.
As I write this article, the car is in pieces at Pete Gregory’s workshop, the problem with reverse appears to
be that a small bush on the bottom of the gear-lever has disintegrated. It has proved difficulty to get hold of
a replacement bush, but Mike D-C and Pete, who both live in Ampthill (a very lucky coincidence), have liaised
and obtained a new one. A new clutch assembly is also being fitted and I hope to have the car back on the
road soon.
Taking up Historic rallying is one of the
best things I have done. We have met
a lot of really friendly, helpful people
and taken part in some very enjoyable
rallies. The best ones are those two
day or more rallies, where the rally
takes over a hotel for its HQ. We usually stay at the same hotel, which
means you get totally immersed in the
atmosphere of the rally.
I would like to take this opportunity to
thank Mike and all the other people
who helped me, especially during this
year. After all the problems in the first
6 months of this year, the last 6 months
have been considerably better.
Ted Manktelow
(written approx. 2005)
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NWL June Clubnight - Walking Treasure Hunt
We will be starting the walking treasure hunt in the car park by Marks & Spencer’s Foodhall
in Rickmansworth. The car park is free from 6:30pm.

The treasure hunt will start from 7:30pm and will be run along the High Street and back,
finishing in The Fox & Hounds pub, 183 High Street, WD3 1AY, next to the start car park.
We have reserved a couple of tables in the pub gardens for results and a drink afterwards.
Anne & Steve
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Diary
2022
••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
DRINK & CHAT Venue
The Red Lion,
56 London Road,
Hemel Hempstead
HP3 9TD

CLUBNIGHT Venue
The Red Lion,
56 London Road,
Hemel Hempstead
HP3 9TD

May
Tue 3rd
Sun 8th
Thu 19th
20th-22nd
Sun 22nd
Sun 29th

NWL Clubnight - Boule, The Five Bells, Stanbridge
F1 - United States
NWL Chat and a Drink - The Red Lion, HH
WRC - Portugal
F1 - Spain
F1 - Monaco

June
3rd-5th
Tue 7th
Sun 12th
Sun 12th
Thu 16th
Sat 18th
Sun 19th
24th-26th

WRC - Italy
NWL Clubnight - Walking Treasure Hunt, Rickmansworth
NWL Greenacres Autotest
F1 - Azerbaijan
NWL Chat and a Drink - The Red Lion, HH
NWL Quadruplex Intergroup competition - Quiz
F1 - Canada
WRC - Kenya

July
Sun 3rd
Tue 5th
Sun 10th
Sun 10th
15th-17th
Thu 21st
Sun 24th
Sun 24th
Sun 31st

F1 - Silverstone
NWL Clubnight - Two Brewers Scatter
NEL Grasshopper Autotest
F1 - Austria
WRC - Estonia
NWL Chat and a Drink - The Red Lion, HH
Quainton & Chinnor heritage railway visits
F1 - France
F1 - Hungary

Dates to reserve:
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