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 Group Visits 
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Rambling around Royston�. 
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 Treasurer: Stafford Steed 
  07964 612 619 
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 Committee: John Foster 
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  Committee:  Lesley Steed 
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07434 632 479 
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  07724 164 576 
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Hi Everyone  
 
 

My thanks to Jeanette for the Royston Walk photos; to Robert for his Lake District article 
and to Bernard for his on the Causeway Coast. 
Bernard & I have just returned from a very damp weekend at the Silverstone Classic, 
which is why this issue is a bit late.  
Bernard decided to go for the �green� option when c hoosing his accommodation this year;  
a type 2 VW camper van which went by the name of �Indie� and had been converted to 
electric, and was now known as an �eDub�.  
 

It was rather quirky to drive 
but did attract plenty of 
interest, especially as most 
people expected to hear the 
traditional VW boxer engine 
burble when it approached, 
rather than a much quieter 
milk float like hum. Here we 
are all �socially distanced� 
having just arrived at the 
campsite.   
                                       Dave 
 
 

Please send copy for next issue to Dave Rosher at the email address above: to arrive by 24 August 
 

The opinions and recommendations expressed in this newsletter are those of the individual contributors and 
are not necessarily those of the Editor, the North East London Group Committee, or the Civil Service 
Motoring Association Ltd. (Boundless by CSMA). 
  
You have received a copy of this newsletter because you have given your contact preference details to 
Boundless by CSMA, North East London Group. Should you no longer wish to receive further copies, please 
notify the Editor or, choose the �unsubscribe� opti on within the accompanying email. 



 

Chairman�s August Chatter    

Last month was our last [?] Zoom clubnight when we were entertained by Jeff Kenyon 
making us all jealous of his and Glenys� travels through Namibia and into Zimbabwe. 
Some lovely photos, and not all of them sand dunes. Not many joined in, so maybe 
Zoom has had its day. Next month is a live clubnight so that was the last chance to see 
our far-flung Nellies.  
 

We had a good turnout for the petanque, 
and the weather behaved itself, sort of. 
When it becomes an Olympic sport we will 
be ready for the telephone call. The 
evening ended with a meal in the pub - the 
very friendly Old Bulls Head in Ware. 
 
The caption here is �does it really need a 
measure?� 
 

 
Last Sunday I took part in Allan Goddard�s Cream Tea Caper, a short car run in the 
heart of Berkshire, which ended in a private estate in Windsor Great Park, not far from 
Ascot. Dave and Rosie came along in their lovely red 205 Peugeot, one of many classic 
cars out for the day. We all escaped the rain until late afternoon, at which time it came 
down in sheets. Thankfully there were gazebos for us all to shelter under and to eat our 
way through a few scones and sandwiches.  
 
It proved very popular with all the spaces filled and it did seem as though everyone 
wants to get out and about and mix with people. I hope that this the case with you all 
this month, when we are back at Broxbourne, in the Beaufort Suite, as we have a very 
good speaker for our first live clubnight. Ron has checked on the parking and it may be 
best to use the free staff car park over the river, as we can�t confirm if the Council�s 
contractor is still able to give us a 50p rate in the main car park. Hopefully this will be 
clearer by next month 
 
Clubnight Tuesday 10 August 
 
This is the month that we go live and meet back at the Beaufort Suite in Cheshunt, for 
our first clubnight there since our AGM last year, in March would you believe. To 
celebrate the occasion, we have a very well-known speaker/raconteur Damien O�Dell to 
tell us about the Adventures of a Ghost Hunter. Do come along, we start at 8pm, so 
arrive a little earlier than that. As before, refreshments afterwards, and it�s all free! 
 
Noggin and Natter 24 August 
 
It�s back to the pub meets, and this month we will be at the Fish and Eels, Dobbs Weir, 
Hoddesdon, where John will book us a table [or two]. Numbers depend on John being 
told who is coming, so letting him know will help him to book.  
 
For now, as always     Keep safe          Bernard�
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Hi All, 
 
Phil & Jeanette�s walk around the highlights of Royston�s surrounding countryside (4th July) 
was most enjoyable. Royston is surprisingly hilly on the Herts. side and flat as a pancake on 
the Cambridge side. Quite a nice day for a walk too, warm enough, though I did put my 
fleece on at one point. 
And a welcome drink & lunch in the Manor House a local �Spoons pub near the end. 
On the way back we were met with torrential rain that was just like driving into a wall of water 
� and then it was dry again, well the sky was, if n ot the roads. Very strange weather� 
 
Our clubnight was obliged to be virtual once more, (and sadly not recorded for distribution) 
was Jeff�s tours of southern Africa covering mainly Namibia and to Okavango Delta but also 
side trips to Zimbabwe to see the Victoria Falls. 
Jeff has the slides all ready to go in a PowerPoint sequence, and when I last spoke to him, 
he admitted he knew how to use it� So if you missed  out, give Jeff a call and he�ll do a 
personal talk for you, the warthog story gets funnier every time. 
 
We have been in contact with the Beaufort Suite, and all is confirmed for clubnight on 10th 
August. The parking issue with the �Magic Number� and only a 50p charge is still to be 
confirmed, so unless you have a blue badge to allow you to park in the front car-park for free, 
the advice is to go to the rear �Staff� car-park� accessed off the small roundabout before 
Bishops College, if you are coming from the south. BTW IGNORE the �Permit required� signs 
� These relate to daytime use only. 
 
For clubnights in the hall, the consensus is to wear a mask whilst indoors, as a courtesy to 
others. 
 
As far as I know, the usual tea & biscuits will be on offer 
 
Skipping back to the July Noggin, it was a relatively busy session at the Old Bull�s head. Two 
pistes were in operation. I believer there were 6 on one piste (Bernard, Ruth, Josh, Staff, 
John & Ann). Good to meet Josh �In the Flesh� at last and he battled his way there on his 
small motorbike. 
We had 7 on our piste (3 vs. 4). 
The 3 team (Jeff, Mick�O and Jeanette) fairly thrashed us (Phil, Dave, Richard and I), though 
we did make a late rally 
My excuse is I can�t see where I�m aiming, though I did manage at least one (the first!) of my 
team�s points. Jeanette�s deadly accuracy with the boule shattered many of our dreams of 
victory as she dropped one in and sent all ours away. 
 
Health and Safely professionals will be relieved to hear that their fears of attacks by savage 
dogs, the loss of small children, the need to land the air ambulance, manage traffic jams for 
miles around all came to nothing and, as we predicted, we met just as any normal group of 
people would, using a regular venue for its normal purpose with no need to make claims 
against the venue�s public liability insurance for any reason whatsoever. 
 
Cheers, 

Ron 



                                    NEL GROUP  AUTUMN  WALK 
 
 
This will take place on Sunday 19th 
September, starting from - 
                                                            -  
The Crown, Hunsdon, SG12 8NZ.  
 

The walk is 3.5 miles around the Hunsdon 
Airfield, visiting and viewing the 2nd World 
War Memorial and the Microlight Flying 
Club, followed by a circular route back to 
The Crown, where those that wish can 
have lunch. 
There are 10 places available on a first 
come basis. We will meet at 10.45am to 
choose our menu and depart by 11.00am. 
The meal is booked for 1 p.m. 
Please let me know as soon as possible if you are attending and/or eating. 
 

Phone contact is: 01920 423738 or email:  mickoblath20@gmail.com    
                                                                                      ( Please note new email address ) 
Closing date for booking is Thursday 16th September.     
 

There are 3 parking spaces in front of the Pub and several at the rear.   
 

DO NOT USE the area on the junction, as this is for the VILLAGE HALL ONLY. 
 

                                                                                                              MICK   O’BLATH  
 

******************************************************************* 
 
    
 
 
 
 

Another pic from the 
Royston Walk 
 
    



Christmas Lunch, 5th December 2021 
 

 
 
During the last couple of years your committee have discussed various Christmas / New 
Year lunches but because of Covid have had to be postponed.  Reservation has included 
lunch at the Mill Green Golf Club, Welwyn Garden City.   Since it was originally booked early 
in 2020 there has been a change in management, however, we have managed to negotiate 
a price along the lines of what was originally quoted. Because of the change in management, 
we have asked for clarification of some details which prevents us from passing on full 
information at this point in time.   
 
The agreed Christmas Package so far is a two course, set Festive Menu served with tea, 
coffee, and mince pies, Christmas Crackers and Novelties etc. for £30 per person. 
 
The lunch will be in their Salisbury Suite which will have its own bar totally separate from 
Golf Club members. It will also have a terrace available for our own private use with open 
views across the golf course and Hertfordshire countryside.   
 
The current Covid situation may make some people somewhat reluctant to fully commit 
themselves at this point but to make the function viable we do need a good number in 
attendance.  By Christmas we should all have been vaccinated and if you listen to what the 
Health Care professionals have to say rather than the media you can envisage that the virus 
will be properly controlled by then and we should be safe. 
 
To give us an idea of potential interest and viability we would appreciate any non-committal 
declarations of interest to the email address below.  Full details will be circulated as soon as 
we have had a chance to revisit the Golf Club and they have started thinking about 
Christmas.  In the meantime, put the date in your diary.  
 
 
Lesley 
 
lesley.steed@btinternet.com 
 
 



I WANDERED LONELY 
At last, I was able to go on a holiday.  Needing to get to the hotel in Kendal by lunch time, I 
had booked to stay overnight at Wigan.  This gave me the opportunity to use the M6 Toll 
Motorway; it was almost empty.  Arriving at the hotel, I had a meal before sitting down to 
watch the EURO 2020 final. 

Next day, Monday, I continued to the hotel in Kendal, arriving just before noon.  I thought 
“Wonder if I am the first to arrive,” but soon found others of the group.  A few had already 
stayed overnight.  We soon assembled and just before 14.00, made our way to the coach 
for our first visit.  Due to Covid, what else, any single travellers like me were expected to sit 
on our own.   

The first visit was to Levens Hall, a 
privately owned house.  Again, due to 
Covid the group was split into three 
groups of eight, and each group was 
shown round the house.  The house 
had a few objects related to the 
Waterloo era.  It included a few 
French objects, and I found a list of 
the British and Allied soldiers who 
had died.  Well officers.  Afterwards I 
wandered around the outside, which 
is home to the world’s oldest topiary 
gardens.       

                                                             Topiary 

One interesting point was that I found a 
plaque to storm Desmond.  This showed 
where the flood water had reached.  
Wellies or waders would have been 
useless.  Talking to one of the men in the 
kiosk, I found out that the car park and 
field behind it was just one large lake.  
Returning to the hotel, I unpacked before 
evening dinner with the others.  No social 
distancing. 

Field, not under water� 

 

Next morning, Tuesday, we assembled at 08.50 to board the coach for Coniston Water.  
Here we enjoyed a cruise on a restored Steam 
Yacht Gondola, with commentary.  Saw the 
island which Arthur Ransome had used in 
Swallows and Amazons.  Afterwards we 
returned to Coniston village, for a look around 
and lunch.  At Coniston Water where Donald 
Campbell lost his life whilst trying to set a new 
water speed record, I first went to see his 
Memorial, before some lunch.   

                                                            Gondola 


