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Mike Harrison
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Home:
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alanthurbon@yahoo.com

Home:
0208 841 1657
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0208 878 4667
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lorraineeoconnor@gmail.com
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Clubnight
Walking Treasure Hunt
Tuesday 1st September
Old Town High Street
Hemel Hempstead
Starts 7:30pm (Page 7 for details)
THE BIRTHDAY BOX !
Happy September Birthday wishes go this month to twins Doug and
Mike Harrison, Dave Robins and last but not least Sarah Cox.
Opinions expressed in this newsletter are those of the contributor and not necessarily those of the Boundless by CSMA, North West London
Group Committee or those of the Editor. In addition, articles on maintenance, etc. are published in good faith and no liability can be accepted
by the Boundless by CSMA, North West London Group Committee or those of the Editor for the accuracy of such contributions or for damage
or malfunction arising from their use, no matter how they are used.

Visit The Big End on the Internet - http://news.boundlessevents.uk
Boundless North West London Group
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Editorial
••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Well I have done my first competition event as a driver since last October. The Falcon MC grass
autotest event up at Northampton saw a good entry of 40 cars come out to shake off the cobwebs.
The field turned out to be a bumpy one, as it is an old Ridge & Furrow type and the tests went across
the ridges, rather than with them, meaning that on some of the faster parts you were getting either
airborne or sea sick! Nice to see John and Dean out in their new cars, although bits did fall off both
of them (the cars, not the drivers!). There was a bit of rain in the afternoon, heavy at times, but the
field held up well and everyone seemed to have a good time. They will run some more events, but
next time with the tests running the other way, so hopefully less bumpy. Anyone who has done our
events before would have recognised the test diagrams!
The British Grand Prix double weekend gave us
a race of two types, with the drama of the late
punctures in the first race and then the use of
softer tyres and even hotter race day. The fact
Mercedes got their tactics wrong when they adjusted the car to protect the front tyres from a
puncture again but inadvertently made the rear
tyres worse. This allowed Red Bull to take advantage and get Max Verstappen onto the top step.
Thanks to Ian for another instalment of his and
Lorraine’s travels and exploits around Europe.
It will be nice to see you out on the walking treasure hunt for clubnight, when we have a walk around
the old town part of Hemel Hempstead. Nothing strenuous, but you will need to bring a torch.
It’s good to see the World Rally Championship
making a comeback in September, with the revised championship giving us five more rounds,
but no Wales Rally GB. The second part of the
season kicks off in Estonia, but nearly all the
crews took advantage to practice on the local
rally last weekend, although it didn’t go well for
Elfyn Evans. Whilst running in fourth place, he
clipped a tree stump hidden in the long grass on
a sixth gear corner and rolled the car into the
tress. Thankfully neither of the crew where injured, but the car is a real mess!
With the 12 Car season fast approaching (Christmas has already started to be mentioned!), we will
have to come up with some different ways of running the events, to comply with Covid prevention.
There will definitely be online entry only, and all pre event paperwork in electronic format. It will be
more interesting dealing with a way for the route issuing, timing and results. John Clavey has come
up with an App for running road rallies and it can allow us to have passage checks without having
to put out any boards. Will have to get started soon on this.
Keep safe.
Mike B.

NOTE: Deadline for contributions to the October newsletter is Thursday 24th September
The Big End - September 2020
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Chairmans
book
••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
I am so pleased to announce that finally we are taking the first tentative steps back to normality, with our first clubnight
since March taking place on the 1st September, which is a walking treasure hunt, curtesy of Anne and Steve Graves.
This will be run within the guidelines as set out by the Government and Boundless, so certain
things will no doubt be different, but hopefully Ann and I will see as many of you as possible
there taking part, on what should be a great night out for us all (do bring a torch and umbrella)!
Sadly, only Doug and Judith managed to meet up with Jacob and me at Wendover Woods
on the 1st August last month for a picnic and walk. However, we had a very nice picnic and
it was a lovely afternoon for a short walk in the woods and surprise, surprise we even
managed to find the Grufferlow as one can see from the photograph and not forgetting the
inevitable ice cream!
Sorry I missed our drink and a chat last month, but Ann and I were in Cornwall where we
enjoyed contrasting weather, with the first week being very hot but foggy and a very windy
(glad I wasn’t in a tent!) but sunny second week as one can see from the photographs.

However, being Cornwall, one has to expect changeable weather, so we were well prepared either way. Cornwall was
un-expectantly not as crowded as perhaps everyone anticipated, as the caravan site was half empty and it was the first
time I have ever driven back on a Saturday without any traffic jams, we even drove straight past Stonehenge on the
A303!
I thoroughly enjoyed the original Le Mans film last Sunday afternoon; this is the one with Steve McQueen in it and is not
to be mistaken with the new one. The Porsche in the film was the model Doug built and featured in last month’s
newsletter. This was then followed by a repeat of the Murray Walker documentary, which was also great fun to watch
and brought back some nice memories. I can still remember sitting behind James Hunt and Murray Walker on the plane
whilst travelling out to the 1994 San Marino Grand Prix, sadly this was on the Friday before Ayrton Senna’s untimely
death and enjoying the conversation the two of them were having.
Good news on the Sprite is that the new engine has been fitted and I should be getting it back any day now, so let’s
hope so, as Ann and I are off Devon in it in a few weeks’ time.
Out first track day of the year kicks off on the 26th October at Goodwood and we are running this in conjunction with the
MG car club and have one session for a limited number of cars, so if you want to enter please register you interest with
Doug and regs will be issued shortly. I will be there on the day to help; I haven’t entered, as I will still be running in the
Sprite and the noise restrictions there are quite demanding for the Sprite!
So if I don’t see you at clubnight on the 1st, then perhaps I will see you for a drink and a chat at the Red Lion on the
17th September.
Mike H.

The Big End - September 2020
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Secretarys
••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Not a great deal to report on the recent weeks of NWL history although a few of us did manage to
have a little outing to the garden of The Red Lion on the third Thursday of August for our Chat and
a Drink occasion. Bearing in mind our C&D evenings in the past have seen the pub virtually empty,
the trade at the moment is amazingly high. We put it down to the huge garden that surrounds the
pub and the reasonably good weather that has been with us. I am sure, as the nights draw in and
the temperature drops it may not be quite so popular. We can only hope that current restrictions
ease and we get a little nearer normality although the way things are going this looks highly unlikely!
We intend to resume Clubnights in September, commencing with a walking treasure hunt around
Hemel Hempstead Old Town on Tuesday 1st September. Anne and Steve Graves will be organising
this one so please meet up outside The Old Town Hall, High Street, Hemel Hempstead, HP1 3AE
by 7:30pm bearing in mind it will be dark soon after, so a good torch would be useful. This will be
the first time we have run a treasure hunt in the dark, but I am sure Anne and Steve will take this
into consideration and keep the clues simple for us. All paperwork will be in sealed envelopes (don’t
forget to bring your own pen) and a system of marking your own answer sheets will prevent anybody
else touching your papers. Anne and Steve have reserved a couple of tables in a local pub garden
for the finish with social distancing included, so please do what you can to support this activity.
We are scheduled to run a tenpin bowling evening at Go Bowling, Dunstable on Tuesday 6th
October but an assessment is yet to be made on how the venue has been set up to ensure safety
and conformity to the guidelines before a final decision is made.
It seems the landowner is still undecided about what he intends to do with his fields in the current
crisis however there is a slight possibility the Autumn Autotest may be run on Sunday 11th October
- please watch this space and I am sure Mike B will soon send out information if any competitions
are likely to take place.
You may have noticed a small advert last month for a fun karting evening at the indoor venue in
Dunstable on the evening of Friday 13th November to which Gwilym is taking charge. It is hoped to
get exclusive use of the track for three 15 minute sessions for a likely cost of between £30 - £35
which I am told is very good value. All equipment will be provided but please let Gwilym or myself
know if you are likely to be interested (friends and family also welcome) so that we have an idea of
sufficient take up to make it worthwhile.
Our very provisional programme is as follows, but please watch out for changes and/or give me a
call for further confirmation;
Tuesday 1st September – NWL Clubnight – walking treasure hunt, Hemel Hempstead
Thursday 17th September – NWL Chat and a Drink – The Red Lion, Hemel Hempstead
Tuesday 6th October – NWL Clubnight – tenpin bowling at Dunstable
Thursday 15th October – NWL Chat and a Drink – The Red Lion, Hemel Hempstead
Tuesday 3rd November – NWL Clubnight – Quiz at The Red Lion, Hemel Hempstead
Friday 13th November – NWL fun karting evening at Dunstable
That’s about it for now – please keep safe and well and follow the guidelines!!
Alan T
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North London Region (NEL / NWL / TV)

Motor Sport Coordinators' Bulletin

September 2020

Date Day
Event (Status)
Type of Event
Club
Champ
Sep Sun 13 ? Chiltern Autotest (Cm)
Grass autotest
CSMA NWL
Region
Oct Sun 4
* Boanerges AutoSolo (Cm) Cross between autotest/sprint
Oxford MC
Sun 11 ? Autumn Autotest (Cm)
Grass autotest
CSMA NWL
Region/Southern
Mon 26 * Goodwood Track Day (C)
Drive own car on race track
CSMA MSG
Dec Sun 27 ? Gravel Autotest (C)
Loose surface autotest
Bedford CC
Jan Fri 8
12 Car Rally (Cm)
Navigational rally
CSMA NWL
Region
Feb Fri 5
12 Car Rally (Cm)
Navigational rally
CSMA NEL
Region
Mar Fri 5
12 Car Rally (Cm)
Navigational rally
CSMA NWL
Region
Apr Fri 9
12 Car Rally (Cm)
Navigational rally
CSMA NWL
Region
Licence required: (I/Nat/Inter/Cm) = MSUK Licence, (C) = Club Card, () = Nothing, * = Regs available
Past Events
Future Events
Grass Autotests I have heard back from the farmer, but I am now again waiting for the next reply! Until we get the go
ahead, we can’t plan anything. Looks like that the first one we could run won’t be until October now.
Goodwood Track Day The Motorsports Group, in conjunction with MGs-On-Track, will be running a track day at the
Goodwood race circuit in West Sussex on Monday 26th October. There is a dedicated session (of 15 minutes every
hour) to the club and costs are £199 per car, which allows more than one driver for the same car but you just share the
same amount of time between you. More details on Motorsport Group website/Facebook page. Contact Mike Harrison
if interested or further details.
12 Car Rallies These are planned to run from January to April, as usual, and the dates are shown in the calendar.
Mike Biss: NLR Motor Sports Coordinator

Tel: 07753 137415

E-mail: mike.biss@btinternet.com

Doug’s Corner
Doug’s new project build, which has just arrived, is a 1/24th scale Ferrari 330 P4.
Also, Doug took a picture of Mike taking his picture
(see Chairman’s Notebook)
and has added the caption:“Jacob, look to the right, I mean left!!!”
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NWL September Clubnight - Walking Treasure Hunt
Walking Treasure Hunt will be on the Old
Town High Street, Hemel Hempstead.
Parking in the car park off Gadebridge
Lane (under 10 mins walk). There are
nearer car parks, but these are chargeable all day.
Start will be under the archway at the Old
Town Hall from 7:30pm.
All question sheets will be put in
sealed envelopes in advance and
marked by the competitors.
We have reserved a couple of tables in one of the pub gardens for
results and a drink afterwards, if
anyone wants to stay.
Anne & Steve

NWL Fun Karting Evening
Dunstable (indoor)
Friday 13th November
£35 (max) for three 15 minute timed practice sessions.
15 mins break in-between.
500m multi-level track.
Arrive by 19:45
Contact Gwilym if interested.
Gwilym.Griffiths@boundlesscommunity.co.uk
The Big End - September 2020
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The Hills are Alive - Part 2
Leaving Airships and Germany behind we headed towards the Austrian Tyrol region near Innsbruck.
Superb motorways are what you get used to in Europe and the scenery around the west side of
Austria was pretty stunning. We had started to encounter diversion signs and tunnel closure
warnings just west of Innsbruck, where we were taken off of the motorway and started a very long
slow climb up and over a mountain. Sometimes down into 1st gear to tackle some of the hairpins,
however, we reached the summit and started the decent, using engine braking as much as I could,
but I started to feel the brakes fading on the van rounding a hairpin, after a pretty steep downhill
there was a layby, which I headed for. We had smoke from all four corners of the van and the trailer
to match!

Finally back on the road after a half hour stop, we rolled into our campsite around teatime, got
parked and unloaded the Mini for a trip out for dinner.
We headed for a hotel on Lake Achensee, which my parents had visited for 15 years in a row and
we could see the attraction of this area
The Big End - September 2020
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The next day we headed out for a scenic drive stopping at a Ski lodge, which was doing a roaring
trade in feeding the hikers with coffee and cake.

As we were at the furthest stop from home and in the middle weekend, our thoughts turned to our
return journey with the opportunity to pick a city and head for.
Heidelberg, that was it, looks like the chocolate box photo sort of city, pop that into the sat nav and
off we go approximately 250 Kilometres or 3½ hours including a road that took us through an
industrial yard! Sometimes we do question Sat Navs for their choice of route.
The Big End - September 2020
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We usually would travel to within 30 minutes of our destination and then look for a campsite
surrounding the city. Heidelberg Camping was showing 340 KM and 4 hours away, reload the
search and same results. Out came the faithful iPhone and once again 4 Hours to Heidelberg, or 4
miles to a little village also called Heidelberg close to Leipzig close to the Hungarian border!
Whoops! At this point we just put Calais into the Nav and headed West. As it was starting to get late
in the afternoon we found some camping in a town called Jena, parked up, set up and sorted out
some food. After dinner as I was taking the rubbish to the bins, I spied an English registered camper
and wished them a good evening. “We don’t hear many English voices this far into East Germany”
they said! It finally dawned on me that the Industrial Estate we had passed through was a former
Checkpoint Charlie, we were behind the Iron Curtain, where were all the grey buildings we were
used to seeing on television in the 70’s, and not a Lada in sight! The guy I was speaking to lives
about ½ a mile from us in Park Street!
We unloaded the Mini and went out exploring the following day including a trip to a former
concentration camp which is a very sobering experience.
Leaving Jena, we decided to visit Koblenz again for a couple of days and found a superb campsite
beside the Rhine where it meets the Mosel.
Close enough to the city to dig out the bicycles again, to explore
the city and take in a river trip the following day.
A chance look on a Facebook group mentioned the Eiffel Rally.
This is a Group B car demonstration run alongside a Historic
Rally festival based in Daun, which is about 10 miles from the
Nürburgring or only 40 miles from Koblenz. This was to be our
evening entertainment.
We travelled over in the Mini, as this was set-up evening for the
rally. The village centre car park and main street was wall to wall
Group B cars, stalls and historic rally cars.
We wandered amongst 205 T16’s, RS200’s, 6R4’s, along with
Deltas and 037’s. We chatted to a guy who helped design the
RS200 and I had a little sit in his pristine road car, also on the
stand.
The rally starts with an exhibition run by Group B cars, then the
stages get underway with mixed surfaces spread over Saturday
and Sunday. Sadly by that time, we were booked on our return
ferry.
We will have to come back.

The Big End - September 2020

Page 10

NWL Group

The Big End - September 2020

Page 11

NWL Group

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Member Communities Communique
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

August 2020 Update
Appointment of Boundless Chief Executive Officer:
As many of you will be aware Colin Slinn has been Acting Chief
Executive Officer (CEO) for CSMA Ltd during both 2019 and the first
half of 2020.
In these unprecedented times it is important that you - our loyal
membership - have strong, stable leadership and that is exactly what
Colin brings to the table. His understanding and commitment to our
organisation is unsurpassed, he will undoubtedly take us forward to
success. The Board are delighted to announce that they have now
appointed Colin as permanent CEO.
Can I also take this opportunity to wish you good health and stress that,
even more, we need good friendship and ‘community’ - epitomised by
you all.
Take care
Heather Glanville, Association Chair

Local Groups Representative Nominations Invited.
Nominations close very soon for the Club Council role of Local Groups Representative (this Friday!).
Members are able to nominate themselves for this role of which the primary purpose is to represent the
views of the Local Groups on the Club Council. The role is also intended to provide a focal point for
communications between the Local Groups and the Club Council.
To be eligible, nominees should have attended a Local Group Event within the last 3 years and be
supported by a Local Group Committee. It would therefore be expected that nominees would have a
good knowledge of the workings of a Local Group gained either through time spent on a Group
Committee or in another similar supporting role.
Nominations should include a brief outline of your experience with Local Groups and why you’d like to
represent their views. Please also indicate the Local Group Committee who are supporting your
nomination. Upon receipt of all nominations, the Local Group Committees will be asked to vote for their
preferred candidate. The successful candidate will be elected for a 3year term of office and be invited to
attend the September Club Council meeting.
Please send all nominations to membercommunities@boundless.co.uk
The deadline for all nominations is Friday 21st August.

Urgent Request from the Magazine Team
Our magazine team are putting together a feature for the November Boundless magazine and would
like to ask for Group members contributions.
They’d like to know what Boundless event are you most looking forward to in 2021? Whether it’s a rearranged trip from this year, a new outing, or just getting back together with friends, please let us know.
Email your ideas to kadie.crichton@boundless.co.uk as soon as possible (the deadline is in the next few
days). Plus of course it’s a great opportunity to promote your group and events as well, so don’t forget to
include the relevant details!
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Networking Meetings
Sadly, due to the ongoing Coronavirus
situation, the Club Leadership have
decided it would be prudent not to hold any
Networking Meetings this year. It had
originally been planned to try and hold
some smaller, regional style meetings
during the Autumn, however it has now
been decided to move these meetings in to
next year, hopefully in the early Spring if
the Coronavirus situation allows.
However, in the meantime Madeleine
Grubb, Club Leader will be hosting some
virtual checkins with Groups to update
everyone and listen to your viewpoints.
We will circulate the details of these check
ins nearer the time, however they’re likely
to be during November.

Groups Meetings:
Audio Conference Calling Facility:
We’re currently investigating how many Groups would potentially use an audio
only conference calling facility. i.e. a method of members being able to use their
normal telephone to dial in to a meeting remotely. If this would be of interest to
you or your Group, please contact membercommunities@boundless.co.uk to
indicate an interest in using this facility.
Video Conferencing Resources:
As previously stated, all Groups are also being encouraged to
investigate using one of the many Video Conferencing facilities
available (Zoom, Google Meet, Microsoft Teams, etc.) for their
committee meetings, both during the current Coronavirus period
and potentially for the future as a more convenient and economic
method of gathering members together for a meeting.
It is not intended that these virtual meetings would replace all
committee meetings, but they could offer an alternative for certain
meetings.
Any costs in relation to a Group purchasing a virtual meeting resource such as an annual licence has
now been permitted by the Club Treasurer (i.e. Zoom costs approx £145/year for unlimited committee
meetings).
Should any Group Treasurers wish to look in to this or need more advice, please contact either the Club
Treasurer Gerard.OSullivan@boundless.co.uk or the Member Communities team.
Notes from meetings:
then notes or brief minutes of that meeting should still be taken and sent to Member Communities for
adding to the Volunteer Hub and of course copied to your relevant Club Council representative.
Notes/Minutes of meetings remain essential for Groups in relation to the authorisation of spending
of funds and also as a record of decisions made in relation to Group’s activities.
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Groups out and about
As the lockdown restrictions are slowly eased, some of our Groups have restarted their activities….
Shrewsbury C&C Rally
The first week of August saw Rally Marshalls Mark and Nikki Hart, assisted by Hannah Hart and Stan
Adams organise the first of our C&C Rallies since the lockdown began back in March! With a mix of 18
caravans, motorhomes and tents attending this was very much a trial run under the new COVID19 safe
regulations. Onsite facilities needed to be altered and Mark and Nikki were very much the first event
organisers to follow our revised Event Notification procedures.

But what a great success! A range of weather
conditions didn’t deter the members attending having a
great time exploring the local area and enjoying the
company of their fellow members (socially distanced of
course!).
Saturday and Sunday saw a local antiques and flea
market being held on the other side of the site, where
BBC’s Bargain Hunt were also to be found filming. Keen
not to miss out, two of our Boundless members
managed to get involved in the midprogramme
challenge, now we’ll all have to watch Bargain Hunt to
see if they made the cut!
A great C&C Rally, proving that even with the current challenges we’re all facing, it is still possible for
members to get together and have a great time. Well done to Mark and Nikki!
Thames Valley Motorcyclists
Led, as ever, by Club Captain, Allan Goddard (AG!), our Thames Valley Motorcyclists ventured out to the
Seaside at Pagham Harbour in West Sussex in early August. Enjoying a beautiful Summer’s day, the small
group wound their way through the South Downs to a quiet spot on the coast, just south of Chichester.

Followed by a very enjoyable (socially distanced) lunch by the sea, AG led everyone home again
no doubt for a well-earned rest!
(good times are slowly returning….!)
The Big End - September 2020
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Member Events Update:
Sadly, our Member Events programme continues to be hit with cancellations and postponements. The
current situation is listed below, however as I’m sure you can imagine, several of our plans may change
as our UK Governments update the lockdown restrictions.
Members Day at Ironbridge, 19th September – TBC
Members Day at RHS Bridgewater, 10th October CANCELLED
Members Day at Longleat Nightglow, 7th November TBC (original date may change)
Flagship Event at Williams F1 (Abu Dhabi GP), 29th November – TBC (date may change)
Members Day Nightglow (North of England), December TBC
An update on all Events can be found on the Boundless website at:
https://www.boundless.co.uk/memberevents/whatson
Virtual Events:
We are currently working hard to put together a range of ‘Virtual Events’ for members based around so
me our most popular themes. Starting with a series of small Photography Masterclasses during
Sept/Oct., before building up to some larger events including a live Q&A session with a current Red
Arrows Pilot and another similar session with our friends at the Williams F1 team later in the year
and potentially with the Royal Horticultural Society based at Wisley.
Watch this space for more details of this exciting, new and exclusive opportunity for members.

Website Preferences
Have you updated your
preferences on the
Boundless website recently?

Look here for your general preferences….

.…and here for your Community Group preferences:

It only takes a minute and
will help you to only receive
details of products and
services you’re interested in.
Contact Member Services
Tel: 0800 66 99 44 if you’re
experiencing difficulties
logging in to the website.

About the Communique
The Communique is sent to around 350 of our volunteers, Group and Association Officers and other
interested members. Many of our Group Secretaries also forward the Communique to those members who
regularly attend their Group events.
We’re always looking to improve the Communique, and would really appreciate your feedback regarding
what you like and what you don’t, what you’d like to see more of, or less of, is the format ok, etc.?
Let us know by emailing: membercommunities@boundless.co.uk
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Diary
2020
••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
CLUBNIGHT Venue
The Red Lion,
56 London Road,
Hemel Hempstead
HP3 9TD

DRINK & CHAT Venue
The Red Lion,
56 London Road,
Hemel Hempstead
HP3 9TD

September
Tue 1st
5th-6th
Sun 6th
Sun 13th
Sun 13th
Thu 17th
19th-20th
Sun 27th

NWL Clubnight - Walking Treasure Hunt, Old Town HH
WRC - Estonia
F1 - Italy
F1 - Italy
NWL Chiltern Autotest ?
NWL Chat and a Drink - The Red Lion, HH
WRC - Turkey
F1 - Russia

October
Tue 6th
Sun 11th
Sun 11th
Thu 15th
16th-18th
Sun 25th

NWL Clubnight - Tenpin bowling, Dunstable
F1 - Germany
NWL Autumn Autotest ?
NWL Chat and a Drink - The Red Lion, HH
WRC - Germany
F1 - Portugal

November
30th-1st
Sun 6th
Tue 3rd
Fri 13th
Sun 15th
20th-22nd
Thu 26th
Sun 29th

WRC - Italy
F1 - Italy
NWL Clubnight - Quiz evening, The Red Lion, HH (or virtual)
NWL Karting evening, Dunstable
F1 - Turkey
WRC - Belgium
NWL Chat and a Drink - The Red Lion, HH
F1 - Bahrain

Dates to reserve:
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