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Secretary

Chairman

Treasurer

Alan Thurbon

Mike Harrison

Doug Harrison

Home:
Mobile:

01582 602916
07904 958895

Home:
0208 841 1657
Work:
0208 878 4667
Mobile: 07974 268560
mlh.bhm@btconnect.com

alanthurbon@yahoo.com

Home:
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01296 660660
07917 021312

douglas.h@btinternet.com
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Mike Biss
Home:
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Ian O’Connor
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01923 519874
07770 750800

mike.biss@btinternet.com

ianocon@hotmail.com

Home:
01525 403405
Work:
01525 861673
Mobile: 07709 221115
pete.gregory@boundlesscommunity.co.uk

Gwilym Griffiths

Lorraine O’Connor

Anne Graves

Mobile:

01525 720299
07753 137415
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gwilym.griffiths@boundlesscommunity.co.uk

l6doyle@gmail.com

01923 819735
07811 905360

anne.e.graves@btinternet.com

Clubnight
NWL AGM
Tuesday 3rd March
At our clubnight venue
The Red Lion PH
AGM starts 8:30pm
THE BIRTHDAY BOX !
In March we have several celebrations - starting with Steven Harrison, followed
by Alan Thurbon and Pete Gregory. Happy birthday to you all!

Opinions expressed in this newsletter are those of the contributor and not necessarily those of the Boundless by CSMA, North West London
Group Committee or those of the Editor. In addition, articles on maintenance, etc. are published in good faith and no liability can be accepted
by the Boundless by CSMA, North West London Group Committee or those of the Editor for the accuracy of such contributions or for damage
or malfunction arising from their use, no matter how they are used.

Visit The Big End on the Internet - http://news.boundlessevents.uk
Boundless North West London Group
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Editorial
••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
AGM time this month, so please make the effort to come along and give your views on what the
group should/shouldn’t be running for the next year. There will be some nibbles available after the
meeting. The Treasurer/Secretary/Chairman reports can be found on pages 11-13.
Thanks again to Mike H for another article. Hopefully others of you out there also have an article to
submit. It can be on anything you like, that you think other members may find interesting.
Entries for the Brooklands AutoSolo on the 15th are now full and I even have reserves! All I have to
do is make the course suitable for both a small AH Sprite (not Mike’s, the faster one) and a Volvo
940. We do have a nice range of cars this year, going from a Mini, to Triumph TR6, Porsche 911,
Audi Quattro and a Caterham 7. I will need plenty of people to help on the day, so if you are
available, then please let me know.
In the Swedish rally, Elfyn Evans put in a superb
drive and got his second WRC win and has also
put him in the championship lead. He is the first
British driver to win in Sweden, and the lack of
snow on this years event meant it was more like
a traditionally Wales GB event, which is the
scene of his first win.
Don’t forget to order your Motorsport UK competition licence before doing a 12 Car or grass
autotest, as they are required on all events now,
either as driver or passenger.
There was a major surprise in F1, when during the first test session in Spain, Lewis Hamilton was
seen by the onboard camera to pull the steering wheel outwards when he got on the straight and
then push it inwards again when he got to the next bend. It seems Mercedes have developed a
system that allows the driver to adjust the toe-angle of the front wheels by shifting forwards and
backwards on the steering wheel. They call it the
Dual Axis Steering (DAS) and obviously the FIA
have banned it for next year, which has led most
people in the pits to think the system is legal for
this year. As it is such a major development,
none of the other teams are going to be able to
come up with their own system for at least half
the season, and then knowing it will be banned
anyway. It does seem to be that any innovation
is stamped upon by the FIA.
After organising the Brooklands event, the Juniper
Autotest will be up next and I would like plenty of
marshals please to help out on this round of the British
championship. Plenty of exciting action to see close
up, plus the chance to walk around the Vintage Sports
Car Club race paddock and watch some historic racing
on track.
Mike B.
NOTE: Deadline for contributions to the April newsletter is Thursday 26th March
The Big End - March 2020
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Chairmans
book
••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Well, if clubnight numbers continue to increase, we are going to need a bigger hall!! Not that I am complaining
in any way and let’s hope we see the same sort of numbers at our Annual AGM this month on the 3rd March.
There were 18 of us there in total!
Chris Baldwin again exceeded our expectations with yet another spectacular Scalextric track set up, where
the track behaved itself and the cars
ran faultlessly. Well, almost, as we
have to change one car out of the six,
which isn’t bad given the abuse some
of them got! How’s the knee Ian?
It must be said that some cars were
trickier than others, but hey, that’s the
fun of it and the standard of marshalling was also somewhat unpredictable!
But it’s only a clubnight and none of us
are competitive are we! Sadly Steven
beat me, but there’s always next year!
A list of times should be found elsewhere in the newsletter.
The second of our 12 Car Rally’s ran on the 7th February and this was organised by Graham Robinson of
NEL. The event started just North of Welwyn Garden City and Graham provided us with a really good
challenging route and a nice selection of route cards. Of the nine starters, eight managed to get to the finish
with only car 2 unfortunately falling foul of a ford, that wasn’t on the route (got through but failed on the return).
As Doug couldn’t make the date, I navigated for Ian O’Connor in his little buzz box, actually it goes really well,
had one rather exciting moment during the second section chasing down John Bryant in his Golf, but apart
from that, things went very well and we only dropped 4 minutes overall, however, we did miss three code
boards!! Well that’s the same as the first 12 car of the series with Doug, so hopefully things can only improve
as they say! Car 3 won with 0 fails 1 minute. Full results to be found elsewhere in the newsletter.
Doug and I, along with our two lovely
ladies, attended the annual HRCR dinner dance and awards evening at the
Greenwood Hotel in Leamington Spa
last month. Doug and I were there to
collect our 1st in Class D awards. I have
to say it was a great night with excellent
food and Paddy Hopkirk there made it
all worthwhile as he was very entertaining whilst giving out some of the
awards! Only one slight hiccup in that
all the awards were engraved 2020!
Luckily no names on them so presumably they can keep them for this year
whilst getting another set engraved with
2019 on them!
Doug and I have our first event of the
new 2020 season at Weston Park later
this month on Saturday 14th March, at
which I believe there will be three other
Chevettes’ to do battle with! Must say I
am really looking forward to getting
back into the LH seat.
Chairman’s notebook - continues on page 7
The Big End - March 2020
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Secretarys
••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Must start this month by offering a big, big thank you to Chris Baldwin for bringing along (and organising)
an excellent Scalextric evening for us at our February clubnight at The Red Lion. The track covered
pretty much the entire area of the function room floor and with a great turn out it was necessary to tread
with care to avoid standing on any sections of the circuit. Huge fun was had by all with the level of
competitiveness higher than ever. John Dossett proved to be victorious at the end of twelve runs each
pipping yours truly by a mere 0.7secs. Thanks again Chris and please make a note in your 2021 diary
for a repeat event.
It was great to see Elfyn Evans win another World Rally Championship round in Sweden last month.
Unfortunately, the event had to be severely shortened due to the lack of snow, but it still turned out to
be an exciting rally.
The Group’s Annual General Meeting will take place at The Red Lion on Tuesday 3rd March so please
make a note of the date in your diaries and come along to have your say about how we the running,
events and activities of NWL. Free ‘nibbles’ will be provided and time permitting a brief trivia quiz will
conclude the evening.
Pete G and Graeme P will be running the next NWL 12 car rally on Friday 6th March so, as always, your
support in either competing or marshalling will be much appreciated. Full details should be found
elsewhere in this issue or please contact Pete if you can assist.
Mike B will be heading up the organisation for the AutoSolo at Brooklands on Sunday 15th March which
has attracted a full entry list with a number of reserves. I am sure Mike will be pleased to hear from you
if you are able to offer any support in the marshalling duties on what should be a really good motor
sporting day.
The final 12 car rally of the 2020 winter series will be run by our Chairman on Friday 3rd April so look
out for regulations and further details elsewhere and please compete or marshal if you can.
Finally, a little early warning to get practising for our Fun Darts evening at our April clubnight on Tuesday
7th at The Red Lion.
For the immediate future we have the following;
Tuesday 3rd March – NWL Annual General Meeting at The Red Lion
Friday 6th March – NWL 12 car rally – see details elsewhere
Thursday 19th March – NWL Chat and a Drink – The Red Lion, Hemel Hempstead
Friday 3rd April – NWL 12 car rally – details elsewhere or to follow
Tuesday 7th April – NWL Clubnight – fun darts evening at The Red Lion
Thursday 16th April – NWL Chat and a Drink – The Red Lion, Hemel Hempstead
That’s about it for now – hope to see you at our events!
Alan T
The Big End - March 2020
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North London Region (NEL / NWL / TV)

Motor Sport Coordinators' Bulletin

March 2020

Date Day
Event (Status)
Type of Event
Club
Champ
Mar Fri 6
* 12 Car Rally (Cm)
Navigational rally
CSMA NWL
Region
Sun 8
* Mini-Rally (Cm)
Beginners navigational rally
Bedford CC
Sun 15 * Brooklands Autosolo (Cm) Cross between autotest/sprint
CSMA MSG
Apr Fri 3
* 12 Car Rally (Cm)
Navigational rally
CSMA NWL
Region
Sun 5
* April Solo (Cm)
Cross between autotest/sprint
FDMC
Sun 19 * Juniper Autotest (Cm)
Tarmac autotest
CSMA NEL
MSUK/BTRDA
Sun 26
Bocardo Autosolo (Cm)
Cross between autotest/sprint
Oxford MC
May 9/10
* Miglia Quadrato ()
City of London treasure hunt
UH&ULMC
Sun 24
Gravel Autotest (Cm)
Loose surface autotest
Bedford CC
Jun Sun 14
Greenacres Autotest (Cm) Grass autotest
CSMA NWL
Region/Southern
Licence required: (I/Nat/Inter/Cm) = MSUK Licence, (C) = Club Card, () = Nothing, * = Regs available
Past Events
February 12 Car Rally Another good entry and mild weather made the event another success. Graham Robinson laid
on a nice route and most crews made it round within OTL, with a couple just missing out at the last control. The
navigation was just about right for the roads used and the bowls of chips at the finish were a welcome sight. Full results
elsewhere.
Future Events
March 12 Car Rally Starting from The John Bunyan PH, Colman Green, Herts AL4 8ES, 166/189125, it will use map
166 (edition FEB 2018) for the 45 mile route, with first car starting at 8:31pm. There will be three classes:- Beginners /
Novices / Experts and the navigation will be tailored to suit the classes. Entry fee is £15 per car. Offers of entries and
marshals would be appreciated by Pete Gregory and you can contact him on either 01525 861673 (Work), 07709
221115 (Mob) or pete.gregory@boundlesscommunity.co.uk. Regs are now available from either the website at
http://boundlessevents.uk or myself.
Brooklands Autosolo The CSMA Motorsports Group will be returning to the start/finish straight of the Brooklands
Circuit in the grounds of the museum at Weybridge, Surrey for a second running of this AutoSolo event. The entry fee
will be discounted to £40 for Boundless members (£45 for everyone else) and this also gets you entry into all the
museum facilities. Regs available from either the website at http://boundlessevents.uk or myself. NOTE: The entry list
is now full!
April 12 Car Rally Starting from The Kings Head PH, Hunton Bridge, Herts WD4 8RE MR 166/082½005½. It will use
map 166 (editions FEB 2018) for the 45 mile route, with first car starting at 8:31pm. There will be three classes:Beginners / Novices / Experts and the navigation will be tailored to suit the classes. Entry fee is £15 per car. Offers of
entries and marshals would be appreciated by Mike Harrison and you can contact him on 07974 268560 or
mlh.bhm@btconnect.com. Regs a are now available from either the website at http://boundlessevents.uk or myself.
Juniper Autotest This year the event will be on Sunday 19th April and will again be part of the VSCC historic race
weekend. The event will be held inside the circuit, so you will get to walk around the paddock area and see all the pre
war cars. Access will be via ticket only, so please put the date in your diaries and let me know if you can attend.
Other Invites Please see the calendar above for other events we have an invite to. I can get regs for any of these, just
contact me if interested. We will be invited to all the Anglian Motor Sport Club autosolos/autotests throughout the year.
Mike Biss: NLR Motor Sports Coordinator

Tel: 07753 137415

E-mail: mike.biss@btinternet.com

MAJOR CHANGES TO COMPETING ON OUR 12 CAR RALLIES AND AUTOTESTS
The governing body Motorsport UK have introduced a requirement that all drivers and navigators
need to have a competition licence for 2020, to compete on any event. Although the entry grade
licence (RS Clubman) is free, anyone planning to compete on the 12 Car Rallies (Driver &
Navigator) or the grass autotests must make sure they obtain one in advance. It is very straightforward to do online (if you are 18 or over) at www.motorsportuk.org/2020-rs-clubman-licence/, or
via a paper application form for under 18’s and those that don’t quite meet the basic requirements.
Please help the organisers by applying well in advance.
The Big End - March 2020
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Chairman’s notebook - continued from page 4
Mike Biss has a full entry for the Brooklands AutoSolo on the 15th March, with reserves as well! So if you are
thinking of entering you are probably too late. Not sure if I will be there this year, as I am still running the
Sprite’s engine in after last year’s extensive and very expensive rebuild and I am at Weston Park the day
before with Doug. However, if I feel ok, I will pop in and say hello if I can.
Ann and I took the Sprite out for another run last weekend; when we joined the Sprite and Midget Club for a
run from the Chequers Pub in Redbourn all the way out to a Farm at Rootham’s Green to visit Woolmer
Classics, a race preparation and restoration company who are specialising in British classic sports cars. I
believe there are possibly ten Sprite/Midgets going along for the ride out and hopefully you might find an
article on the day elsewhere in the newsletter if I have time to write it and Mike has room for it in the
newsletter. If not hopefully it will appear in next month’s newsletter. (ED: He did find time and It is in this
month, to be found on page 9)
You may not have heard, but Elfyn Evans won the Swedish Rally last weekend in his Toyota Yaris and now
leads the world championship, with Tanak 2nd in the Hyundai. Thought you might like to know, given there
wasn’t a single mention in the UK press, although there was a good one hour programme of the highlights
on ITV4 on Tuesday evening at 8pm. There is also good coverage on BT Sport and YouTube and it’s usually
well worth a look.
Please don’t forget we have our third 12 Car Rally of our series on the 6th March organised by Pete and
Graeme and I am sure they would welcome entries and offers to marshal, details and entry forms etc. are to
be found elsewhere in the newsletter.
This month we have our very important AGM. As ever, I am your host for the night or at least the first part of
it and hopefully we can keep you entertained until we have finished the formal proceedings and move on to
the nibbles and quiz. Joking apart, it is important that you attend, as this is where we ask for your support
and also ideas about clubnights and other events that you might like us to put on for you.
Also you might like to consider joining the committee, or even becoming chairman so I can have a rest!
Anyway, hopefully I will see you all on the 3rd and if not, then at the Red Lion on the 19th for a drink and a
chat.
Mike H.

NWL 12 Car Rally

Friday 6th March

The John Bunyan PH, Colman Green, Herts AL4 8ES MR 166/189125
There will be three classes:- Beginners / Novices / Experts - £15 entry fee
Navigation will be tailored to suit the classes - Map 166 FEB 2018 required
Standard Navigation Guidelines introduced for organisers – see regs for details
Organiser Pete Gregory/Graeme Presswell (pete.gregory@boundlesscommunity.co.uk)
Marshals/Competitors required - Arrive before 7:45pm, first car starts at 20:31
Regs now available from website http://boundlessevents.uk or contact Mike Biss
The Big End - March 2020
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MIDGET & SPRITE CLUB run out to Woolmer Classic Race and Restoration Business
Last Saturday Ann and I joined in with the local Midget &
Sprite Club for a run out to Woolmer Classics who specialise
in the race preparation and restoration of Classic British
Sports Cars.
About ten cars gathered early in the car park of the Chequers
Public House at Redbourn and we then drove off in a loose
convoy for a very nice ride through the countryside for approximately an hour and half, taking in the sights of
Harpenden, the traffic jam in Hitchin caused by road works
and on to the outskirts of Bedford past the old Airship Hangers at Cardington, using a roadbook containing not Tulips but
descriptive route instructions and well done to Keith Warner
as they were very good.
The weather was very windy, but although we had rain to
start with, this soon blew over and the sun came out to give
us a nice sunny, but cold day in the end. However, not all the
cars were Midgets and Sprites, as we were honoured with
the presence of a gorgeous McLaren as well as a very nice
Jaguar F Type and a few Mercedes as well, so it was a nice
mixture of old and new!
At the premises we met up with a few more Midgets and
Sprites and as you can see for the picture at the pub after the
event there were eventually 5 of us in the end. The A35 in the
picture, is in fact a staff car and very nice it was too, a bit of
a Q car shall we say!
We were all greeted with tea/coffee and biscuits by our very
friendly hosts and were let loose to have a really good nose
around the workshop and garages, which as you can see
from the photos contained a fantastic collection of heritage
race and rally cars, including some very rare examples. The
hosts were only too pleased to answer our questions and
were eager to give the history of the individual cars on display
or in the workshop. It was nice to see good old fashion laths
and milling machines etc. around the workshop and to see
various engines being rebuilt from the humble A Series
engine to the big Healy six-cylinder jobs. Most cars there
were in fact either Healy 100s or Healy 300s and they obviously specialise in these classic British sports cars, but there
were one or two other classic sports cars in there as well. The
Sebring Sprite in the photograph I have to say is one of my
all-time favourite cars.
After a good couple of hours of drooling over the various cars
we all then headed off in convoy once more to a local pub for
a beer and a chat and a light lunch before making our own
way home having had a very good mornings worth of good
old classic sports cars.
Mike

The Big End - March 2020
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NORTH WEST LONDON - SCALEXTRIC EVENING
FEB 2020
RESULTS
John Dossett
Alan Thurbon
Steven Harrison
Steve Janes
Doug Harrison
Julie Janes
Trevor Miller
Mike Harrison
Alan Robins
Mike Biss
Lorraine O’Connor
Mick Missenden
Jean Dossett
Ian O’Connor
Dave Robins
Anne Robins
Gwilym Griffiths

Car 1
29.8
26.7
32.8
26.7
30.9
25.6
31.7
24.8
34.3
32.2
34.8
42.1
32.1
43.1
45.2
64.3
52.9

Car 2
32.7
28.4
28.8
33.3
29.7
30.2
32.4
27.3
27.8
28.6
28.2
25.9
38.1
29.9
39.2
33.4
34.9

Car 3
28.9
31.4
27.0
34.3
28.1
32.2
30.9
39.6
36.2
35.0
35.1
28.3
45.8
34.4
39.9
50.3
35.4

Car 4
39.8
45.2
44.8
42.7
42.4
47.0
45.1
48.2
43.2
50.4
49.8
57.8
47.3
55.7
46.2
56.6
55.0

Car 5
37.3
41.4
40.7
37.5
42.8
54.1
43.1
42.2
38.3
48.0
41.5
44.5
45.2
49.0
56.1
47.5
54.4

Car 6
34.0
29.1
28.9
30.7
31.6
32.5
33.6
36.0
40.5
28.2
35.0
29.7
38.4
41.5
41.4
40.7
64.3

TOTAL
201.5
202.2
203.0
205.2
205.5
212.6
216.8
218.1
220.3
222.4
224.4
228.3
246.9
253.6
268.0
292.8
296.9

Organiser: Chris Baldwin

ENTRIES & MARSHALS REQUIRED
Brooklands Museum AutoSolo - Sunday 15th March
Entry to museum included for competitors - free for marshals
Please contact Mike Biss 07753 137415 mike.biss@btinternet.com

NNWL 12 Car Rally

Friday 3rd April

The Kings Head PH, Hunton Bridge, Herts WD4 8RE MR 166/082½005½.
There will be three classes:- Beginners / Novices / Experts - £15 entry fee
Navigation will be tailored to suit the classes - Maps 165/166 FEB 2018 required
Standard Navigation Guidelines introduced for organisers – see regs for details
Organiser Mike Harrison (mlh.bhm@btconnect.com)
Marshals/Competitors required - Arrive before 7:45pm, first car starts at 20:31
Regs available mid Feb from website http://boundlessevents.uk or contact Mike Biss

The Big End - March 2020

Page 10

NWL Group

MARSHALS REQUIRED
Juniper Autotest at Silverstone Circuit
A round of the British and BTRDA championships
Sunday 19th April
Please contact Mike Biss 07753 137415 mike.biss@btinternet.com

Notice of the annual

North West London AGM
Tuesday 3rd March - 8:30pm
The Red Lion, 56 London Road, Hemel Hempstead HP3 9TD

Boundless by CSMA North West London Group
2019
Receipts

AGM Accounts for 2019
2018

Payments

Receipts

Balance brought forward

592.93

Balance brought forward

620.52

Imprests

800.00

Imprests

800.00

Events Income
Travel & Meals
Events Costs
Room Hire
Postage
Stationery
Computer Supplies

2,208.51

Balance carried forward

Total

Events Income
Travel & Meals
Event Costs
Room Hire
Postage
Stationery
Computer Supplies

187.50
2,680.80
80.00
5.51
4.00
15.00
628.63

Budget for 2018
Imprests claimed

1,359.00
289.90
1,804.10
80.00
12.59
0.00
0.00

Balance carried forward

£3,601.44 £3,601.44

Total

£1,025.00
£800.00

Payments

592.93

£2,779.52

Budget for 2018

£925.00

Imprests claimed

£800.00

£2,779.52

Doug Harrison NWL Treasurer March 2020

The Big End - March 2020

Page 11

NWL Group

BOUNDLESS by CSMA
North West London Group

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2020
Secretary’s Report
Another year has flown by for North West London Group and we have continued the survival process despite lacking substantial growth in active membership. Within Boundless by CSMA, the active member
communities are witnessing an amount of growth which is largely being brought about by increasing
member events and giving them greater support. Although this may not have a direct result in increasing
NWL numbers it is hoped that a knock-on effect may assist our future growth.
Our Chairman Mike has once again worked tirelessly to organise events and activities for our continued
enjoyment as well as keeping the rest of us on our toes to assist in planning and organising activities.
Doug continues to make a good job of Treasurer and has ensured we have always been financially viable. We would certainly be lost without the huge input from Mike B who not only publishes our Big End
newsletter each month but also acts as our motorsport co-ordinator and organises many events along the
way. It was great to welcome Lorraine, Ian and Gwilym to the committee last year to join Anne, Pete and
the rest of us and it is encouraging to see new ideas, events and activities coming to light.
The Group has continued to provide a mixed selection of Clubnight activities throughout the year and it is
good to see more faces coming along to support these activities. We are also witnessing greater numbers at our informal ‘Drink and a Chat’ evenings on the third Thursday of each month.
Our motor-sporting activities (mostly autotests and 12 car rallies) are striving very well with NWL organising three 12 car rallies during last winter and four autotests during the summer. Although much of the entry is made up of drivers from invited motor clubs there is also good support from Boundless by CSMA
members. Certainly our 12 car rallies have become more popular with the introduction of simpler and
consistent navigation instructions making the events so much more enjoyable.
The support from our professional Member Communities Team at Brighton (led by Nick Hoath) is always
available to help promote a special event or activity if required. They are also becoming more involved in
the running of Member Events for the entire membership and many of these are proving to be great value, hugely popular and well supported. Keep an eye on the Communique’s, the website and the Boundless by CSMA magazine for all the latest news.
The ‘Open Forum’ section of the Agenda is your chance to make some comments so please come along
to our AGM with a few ideas that may help to inject some new active life into NWL Group. I would very
much like to witness an upturn in NWL membership and support so please do whatever you can to attend
as many of our events as possible and bring along your family, friends and neighbours – they just might
like what we have to offer!
Alan Thurbon
NWL Group Secretary
March 2020
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BOUNDLESS by CSMA
North West London Group
CHAIRMAN’S ANNUAL REPORT 2019/2020
Well, a very good evening to you all and a warm welcome to North West London Group’s Annual General Meeting.
Thank you for making the effort to attend and as usual we will try to keep this short and to the point. We will then have
a short break to allow you to refill your glasses and then continue the evening with some nibbles and a quiz to finish.
First of all let me express my thanks to the committee for all their hard work and support last year, Alan Thurbon, Doug
Harrison, Mike Biss, Peter Gregory, Anne Graves, Gwilym Griffiths, Ian O’Connor and Lorraine O’Connor. You will
note that we have had a full committee over the past year.
A special thanks to Alan our secretary and Doug our treasurer, both of whom have worked with great determination
and enthusiasm to ensure that the group is well run and is financially sound and I mustn’t forget to say a special thanks
to Anne for the use of her front room at her house for our committee meetings where she keeps us all supplied with
drinks and food. Many thanks Anne from the whole committee, it is very much appreciated.
I would also like to take this opportunity to thank Mike Biss for all his hard work in keeping our newsletter “The Big
End” going so strongly and I never cease to be amazed when it comes out as to how good it is, considering it’s just a
small motor club newsletter. Well done Mike and thank you for all your hard work.
Speaking of the newsletter, Mike will of course only be too happy to receive articles etc. for inclusion in the newsletter as it is still the most efficient and important way of communication to both the active and none active members of
the group and wider general membership who are perhaps looking for something interesting to do.
All subjects are accepted, so get you thinking caps on and please try and write a short article for Mike to include in
the newsletter this year and remember there is now a prize for the best newsletter in the club and we certainly want
to win it which we can only do with your help!
I am also most grateful to Gwilym, Ian and Lorraine for coming onto the committee last year and they have certainly
brought along fresh ideas to the committee.
I am very delighted to confirm that all current committee members have agreed to stand again this year, but we are
always looking for new faces on the committee, which might allow some of us old faces to stand down. Even if you
are not interested or can’t for whatever reason find the time, if you have any new ideas etc. please do speak up at the
end of the AGM or speak to a committee member afterwards as your views are important to us.
Our auto tests continue to do well and indeed as are our 12 Car Rallies, although we do seem to struggle with both
dates and marshals at times. But these events certainly help to keep “motor Sport” alive within the club. Our Auto
Solo at Brooklands also seems to have been a great success and has a full entry with reserves this year.
I do strongly believe that we still manage to run a very varied calendar last year and hopefully there was something
in it for everyone, but we must recognise that there is always room for improvement and so if any of you have any
alternative suggestions, either for club nights or events, please do let us know. After all it is your club and we are here
to listen.
As with past years we seem to be holding steady with our numbers and I am pleased to say that both club nights and
our drink and chat evenings are both attracting better numbers these days. Guest speaker nights have been a real
success. However, we really do need to seek out new younger members, not that we hold anything against the older
member! But we most certainly need the younger members if we are to hold the club together and drive it forward
and keep alive the motor sport tradition within both the group and most importantly the club.
Last, but not least, a very big thank you, to all of you, the ordinary members who manage to attend Club nights and
support all the competitive events and other activities run by the group and the club in general. Let us not forget
that without your support we would have no group and of course without the group, there would be no club.
Mike Harrison
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_________________________________________________________________________

Member Communities Communique
_________________________________________________________________

member.communities@boundless.co.uk

February 2020 Update
February Club Council Meeting
The Club Council met on the 4th February for their 70th meeting and were joined by Elizabeth
FitzGerald, our recently elected (June 2019) Member Director.
Amongst the usual business of the Club Council, the Club Leader, Madeleine Grubb tasked the Club
Council members with reaching out more to those Groups they do not necessarily represent or are nor
mally involved with. Madeleine indicated her wishes to see more integration and engagement between
the Club Council and those grass roots members who do so much for their fellow members at Group
level. Madeleine also took the opportunity to invite any Group who would like for a member of the Club
Council to visit them. To take up this opportunity, Group Secretaries should contact Madeleine at
madeleine.grubb@boundless.co.uk and she’ll pass the invitations on. Madeleine re-iterated that by
improved interaction between the Club Council and our many Local and Interest Groups, should lead to
better communication and there-by gain greater understanding of any issues Groups may be facing.
After the usual Interest Group Leader’s reports and an update from the Local Groups Representatives, it
was highlighted that Groups may benefit from a greater understanding of the ‘fabled’ ‘CRM’ system in
Brighton. As such a short explanatory precis has been prepared later in this Communique.
Club Treasurer, Gerard O’Sullivan updated the Council to highlight the review he is leading with regard
to the validity, ethos and value of the annual Honoraria payments. As such Gerard has convened the
Club Council’s Expenses Committee to conduct a full review aimed at establishing whether the
Honoraria payments are the best method of recognising the great work our many volunteers undertake
for the benefit of their fellow members.
The Club Council have also been reviewing the role of the Club Captain and the relevance this role now
holds within the current Member Communities structure. The Motoring Interest Groups Leader, Ian
Jarrett provided feedback from the Motoring Groups who discussed the matter at their January meeting,
reflective of the fact that the Motoring Groups have traditionally been the primary beneficiary and
sponsor of the Club Captain role. Ian outlined the views from the Motoring Groups meeting reflecting on
the aspects the role has held in the past and could potentially hold within the Association in the future.
Following extensive discussions, the Club Council have asked the CSMA Board to consider removing
this role after the current incumbent, Allan Goddard (who we all know as AG!) has concluded his term of
office in June 2021.
Independent Council Member, Martin Fearn introduced the Investors in Volunteer accreditation the
Member Communities will be working towards over the coming months. This is a nationally recognised
award aimed at assessing all areas of volunteering within an organisation. It was explained that whilst
gaining the award is the ultimate objective, the process of the accreditation is potentially of more value,
as it will assess and there-by help us to ensure we are delivering the best possible
experience for our volunteer community. More information on this initiative and the potential
involvement of our volunteers will follow the initial planning workshop.
The Club Council approved the next set of Networking Meetings to be held in October in the Chester
and Reading areas. There will not be a national meeting this year, although of course Groups can send
a representative to the Association AGM (contact Nick Hoath before the 1st April to nominate your
representatives)
If you sit on a Group Committee, then you will shortly be receiving the annual Volunteers Survey. This
will be in a slightly different format to previous years, as we will be using the feedback to guide some of
the Networking Meeting topics as well as contributing to the Investors in Volunteers initiative. As such,
please take the time to fill this out as it should help benefit everyone.
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The Club Council also had the opportunity to review the Groups Attendance returns for the year and
were delighted to note a year of substantial growth within a number of Groups. Equally, there were
several Groups that struggled this year, however overall the picture was of healthy growth overall.
The next Club Council meeting is on Tuesday 21st April in London, if you or a member of your commit
tee would like to attend, please contact the Deputy Club Leader and Chair of the Council, Pete Gregory
Email: pete.gregory@boundlesscommunity.co.uk

Attendance Returns
Thank you and congratulations to all Groups for achieving returning 100% of their Attendance returns
(even those of you who Christina had to chase a little bit!)
Please remember that all Attendance numbers are meant to be returned to Member Communities
(email or telephone is fine) within 4 weeks of the event if at all possible. Please let us know separately
to your Group minutes as we will no doubt miss them if they’re part of the minutes!

So what is this CRM system we keep hearing about?
Our CRM system (Customer Relationship Management) is basically a fancy name for an electronic
database of members.
However, where it becomes complicated is when
it integrates with the other digital platforms we
use, such as our Boundless website, our
delivery of bulk emails or even our Member
Services contact centre. For example, take
something as simple as logging in to the
Boundless website, in the background this
requires the CRM system to be continually
validating an individual member’s details are both
updated correctly and also held securely.
Whether a member is updating their interest
preferences or in the case of our many
Volunteers, accessing the additional resources
needed to run in the background. Hence, our
ongoing issues with the Volunteer Hub are
directly dependent on the CRM system’s
integration.
As I’m sure you can appreciate, our CRM system holds many hundreds of thousands of records and as
such is absolutely central to the day-to-day operations of the organisation.
With the growth of the organisation and the ever increasing amount of data required to be held, our
previous CRM system was beginning to become overwhelmed and as such the decision was made to
invest in a new system to provide an improved level of service for our members. In the long term this
will enable us to provide a more personalised service for members, providing offers and information
more specific to each member’s interests.
Inevitably, the installation of such a complex system has had its problems, however the digital team
have worked tirelessly to overcome these, whilst maintaining an ongoing level of service to the
members. But the good news is there is light at the end of the tunnel and we’re hoping to be able to
re-activate the Volunteer Hub and all the other related resources in the next few weeks.
In the meantime, please bear with us! The short term pain will definitely be worth the long term gains!
Thanks
Nick, Head of Member Communities
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Group of the Year 2019 - Norwich Group
Club Leader, Madeleine Grubb was delighted to
travel to Norwich for their January Club Night and
surprise the Group with the 2019 Group of the Year
Trophy.
Madeleine noted the hard work and commitment of
the Group in providing such a varied and interesting
programme, resulting in good levels of attendance
from members. Madeleine also commented on the
fantastic newsletter the Group produce and how this
forms part of the pro-active nature of the committee
to attract members to their events.
Norwich Group Chairman, John Allen was delighted
to receive the award from Madeleine.
Congratulations to everyone involved with Norwich Group!

Club Awards
Camping & Caravanning Leader, Graham Davis was
delighted to travel to the North West Lunch Bunch to
present long time Club stalwart, Mike Docker with a very
well deserved Club Award.
Mike has been involved in many aspects of the Club
Including C&C and many Local Groups activities. Mike now
runs the North West Lunch Bunch who meet each month for
sociable lunches across the South Cheshire, North
Staffordshire and Shropshire areas.
Well done and congratulations Mike.
Club Award Nominations
Any Member can be nominated for a Club Award, either from an individual Member or on behalf of a
Group Committee.
Recommendations should, in the first instance, be submitted to the Member Communities team, or
exceptionally directly to the Club Council, via the Deputy Club Leader. The award is intended to
recognise outstanding service to Group activities over a substantial period of time and is not intended
to be made for one-off occasions or events. Likely reasons for recommending a member for a Club
Award include long service on a Group Committee or a long standing involvement with a Group event,
however an award may also act as a means of recognising the efforts of a member on retiring or
standing down from a particular post after a ‘worthwhile’ period in office. Very occasionally, a
recommendation may be made for non-members who have provided outstanding support to
Boundless Groups through their efforts, again generally over a period of a number of years.

Furness Group
It is with much sadness that we have to announce the closure of our Furness Group.
Furness were one of our longest running Groups but due to dwindling attendances and the all too
common problem of not having enough volunteers to make up a committee, the Group have decided
to close.
Club Leader, Madeleine Grubb expressed her thanks to the committee for their many years of service
and in particular to the 3 Group Officers, Margaret Biddle and Norman and Helen Hartley for their
hard work and commitment for many, many years.
The Big End - March 2020
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Member Events 2020
The Britannia House led Member Events Programme is coming together well, please see below for
details of the confirmed events. As always, we will be looking for locally based volunteers to support
these events, please contact Joselyn in the Member Communities team to indicate your interest.
Members Day at Cheddar Gorge, 18th April
Members Day at Donington Classic ,1st-3rd May
Members Day at Royal Gunpowder Mills VE Day, 9th May
Members Day at RHS Wisley, 23rd May
Flagship Event at Williams F1 (Monaco GP), 24th May
Free Hospitality at English Riveria Airshow, 5th-6th June
Free Hospitality at Bristol Balloon Fiesta, 6th-9th August
Free Hospitality at Bournemouth Airshow, 20th-23rd August
Free Hospitality at Clacton Airshow, 27th-28th August
Flagship Event celebrating British Iconic Cars, 17th September
Members Day at Ironbridge, 19th September
Members Day at RHS Bridgewater, 10th October
Members Day at Longleat Nightglow, 7th November
Flagship Event at Williams F1 (Abu Dhabi GP), 29th November
Full details of all these events can be found on the Boundless website at:
https://www.boundless.co.uk/member-events/whats-on

How about a fun filled day for all
the family exploring Cheddar
Gorge on 18th April?

Or a 1940’s themed day to mark
the 75th Anniversary of VE Day
at the Royal Gunpowder Mills
near Waltham Abbey, Essex?

We’re at 3 air-shows this year in
Bournemouth, Clacton and Torbay,
plus the ever popular Bristol Balloon
Fiesta offering Members and their
guests complimentary hospitality.

We’ve already sold out our first visit to the
Williams F1 HQ for the Monaco Grand
Prix, so don’t delay if you’re thinking of
joining us for the visit to Williams for the
Abu Dhabi GP in December.

The Big End - March 2020

Page 17

NWL Group

Recruitment Posters
Our Design team have helped us to develop a set of
Recruitment posters that can be tailored to a specific
Group or event.
These posters can be printed and posted to you in either A3
or A4 format for use in your local area such as in libraries,
Council offices, community centres, hospitals, etc.
We can also provide you with the new recruitment leaflets
aimed at encouraging anyone who is paid by the public purse
(and is therefore eligible) to join.
You tell us what resources you need and we’ll do our best to
provide them for you!

Groups Out and About
Despite it being a traditionally quiet period for
Groups, a few of you have still been out and
about enjoying activities and events.

Here’s Doug and Mike Harrison getting some air
in their Vauxhall Chevette 2300 HS on their way
to 52nd place in the Dixies Challenge.

Our Motorcycle Group were once again at London’s Excel
Arena for the 2020 MCN
Motorcycle Show.
Pictured are Dave Macey, Allan Goddard and Zuzana
from the Member Communities team, who were joined by
Richard Ashcroft and Ron Still over the weekend of 14th16th February to help promote the Group’s tours and rideouts and were delighted to have met nearly 200 of our
members and guests over a busy 3 days.

Our Kingdom of Fife Group
enjoyed celebrating the Chinese
new year with their traditional
dinner.
Group Treasurer, Hilda
Johnstone once again provided
authentic treats for everyone to
help celebrate the Year of the
Rat.

The Big End - March 2020

Page 18

NWL Group

The Kingdom of Fife Group were joined by the
Association Chair, Heather Glanville and the Club
Leader, Madeleine Grubb for their February trip to the
Anstruther Fisheries Museum.
A fascinating visit , followed by a delicious ‘poke’
of fish and chips!

Financial Seminars and Webinars
Our Boundless Partnerships team have
partnered with Lighthouse Financial Advisors
to give our members the opportunity to
attend either a seminar or webinar entitled
‘Financial Peace of Mind’ or ‘How to secure
the income you need when you retire” (or
both).
From February through to May, Lighthouse will be holding four seminars and four webinars, where
experts will explore counter inflation ways to increase your income, building nest eggs tax-efficiently,
boosting your pension and more.
These sessions are free to attend and everyone is welcome.
The seminars will be at our two Boundless-owned hotels, Ghyll Manor Hotel in Horsham and the
West Cliff Hotel, Bournemouth. If you can’t make one of our seminars, each seminar will also be
available online as a webinar
More information, dates and to book your place please visit: www.boundless.co.uk/semweb

About the Communique
The Communique is sent to around 350 of our volunteers, Group and Association Officers and other
interested members. Many of the Group Secretaries also forward the Communique to those members
who regularly attend their Group events. Plus of course the Communique is added to the Volunteer
Hub (when it’s back up and running!) https://volunteerhub.boundless.co.uk/ for members to download
if they wish.

what you’d like to see more or less of, is the format ok, etc.?
Let us know by simply emailing membercommunities@boundless.co.uk
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Diary
2020
••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
CLUBNIGHT Venue
The Red Lion,
56 London Road,
Hemel Hempstead
HP3 9TD

DRINK & CHAT Venue
The Red Lion,
56 London Road,
Hemel Hempstead
HP3 9TD

March
Tue 3rd
Fri 6th
13th-15th
Sun 15th
Sun 15th
Thu 19th
Sun 22nd

NWL Clubnight - AGM - The Red Lion, HH
NWL 12 Car Rally
WRC - Mexico
MSG AutoSolo at Brooklands Musuem
F1 - Australia
NWL Chat and a Drink - The Red Lion, HH
F1 - Bahrain

April
Fri 3rd
Sun 5th
Tue 7th
Thu 16th
Sun 19th
Sun 19th
24th-26th

NWL 12 Car Rally
F1 - Vietnam
NWL Clubnight - Fun Darts - The Red Lion, HH
NWL Chat and a Drink - The Red Lion, HH
NEL Juniper AutoSolo at Silverstone
F1 - China (cancelled)
WRC - Argentina

May
Sun 3rd
Tue 5th
Sun 10th
Thu 21st
22nd-24th
Sun 24th

F1 - Netherlands
NWL Clubnight - Table Challenge - The Red Lion, HH
F1 - Spain
NWL Chat and a Drink - The Red Lion, HH
WRC - Portugal
F1 - Monaco

Dates to reserve:

Greenacres Autotest Sunday 14th June
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