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Home:
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alanthurbon@yahoo.com
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0208 841 1657
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0208 878 4667
Mobile: 07974 268560
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Home:
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gwilym.griffiths@boundlesscommunity.co.uk

l6doyle@gmail.com
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Clubnight
Beetle Drive
Tuesday 7th January
At our clubnight venue
The Red Lion PH
Starts 8pm
THE BIRTHDAY BOX !
January’s birthday wishes go to Alex Austin on the 15th.

Opinions expressed in this newsletter are those of the contributor and not necessarily those of the Boundless by CSMA, North West London
Group Committee or those of the Editor. In addition, articles on maintenance, etc. are published in good faith and no liability can be accepted
by the Boundless by CSMA, North West London Group Committee or those of the Editor for the accuracy of such contributions or for damage
or malfunction arising from their use, no matter how they are used.

Visit The Big End on the Internet - http://news.boundlessevents.uk
Boundless North West London Group
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Editorial
••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
I hope you all had a good Christmas and plans are going well for the New Year celebrations. Have
you got your resolutions planned for 2020? How about one being submitting an article for the
newsletter? It can be about anything you like and any pictures to go with it are a bonus.
The Dakar Rally this year will have a major
change and for the first time will run wholly in
Saudi Arabia, after a decade in South America.
The thirteen day event will have 12 stages covering 5,000km of competitive motoring. This year
the stages will 50% in the dunes. There will be
147 bikes, 23 quads, 86 cars, 45 SxS and 47
trucks taking part. KTM have won the bike section for the last 18 years but the other manufacturers are catching up fast. Making his first
appearance on the event is Fernando Alonso,
who will be co-driven by former bike winner Marc Coma, in a Toyota pickup. He seems to be having
a varied motorsport career after F1.
I didn’t get to do my usual trip to the Hangover Autotest, as unfortunately it had to be cancelled due
to the venue still having an excess of crop covering the area we use. Normally there is still some we
have to go around, but this year it seems it hasn’t sold as well as usual.
Please try and support the forthcoming 12 Car rallies, especially from a marshalling point of view,
as some events last year were very borderline on the numbers they had available. Good news for
the first event which has a reasonable number of entries and a good coverage of marshals.
Hopefully the others will follow the same pattern.
Don’t forget if you are competing on our 12 Car rallies that you need a Motorsport UK licence to
compete now, with the new RS Clubman the minimum level and this is FREE. Please make sure
you get one in plenty of time.
One of my local roads is currently closed for a month whilst the council install a footpath alongside
it. Now this would most likely be for the people in Centre Parcs to walk (or cycle) down to Flitwick.
But I thought everyone stayed inside as it was so good! Now being the council, they can’t help
themselves to reducing the speed limit at the same time, so everyone will now have to drive down
a country lane at 40mph, probably because they narrowed the road so much to fit the footpath! I
don’t remember seeing any announcement about it, but then again planning bits are never really
brought to peoples attention properly in case they complain!
On the trains front, my claims have built up a nice fund in Pay Pal that has been put to good use
over Christmas. Mind you, would much prefer not to have the hold ups in the first place. In a related
matter, I was reading an old book about Flitwick recently and it seems the rail unions have been
complaining about driver only trains since 1982! You would have thought they would give it a rest
by now, as 37 years of using them must show they are quite safe without someone else having to
shut the doors. Mind you, I’m surprised they didn’t demand to have two people in the cab when they
got rid of steam engines, just to make sure the old fireman could keep his job as well…..
Mike B.

NOTE: Deadline for contributions to the February newsletter is Thursday 23rd January
The Big End - January 2020
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Chairmans
book
••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
A big thanks as ever to Anne for the light nibbles at last month’s Christmas clubnight and to Ian O’Connor for an
interesting quiz, which as ever, is always easy once you know the answers! My quiz certainly engaged the Christmas
brain, but hopefully wasn’t too taxing and I think everyone went away with a smile and some chocs at the end of it, or at
least the winners and losers did anyway!
January club night is our normal Beetle drive, which is a lot of fun if
you haven’t been before and certainly an evening to beat the New
Year’s back to work blues, well for some of us at least!
During the week before Christmas for the office outing this year, we
took everyone to the V&A Museum and I went to the automotive
history exhibition in the Sainsbury Gallery. Given, that most London
Museums are free to enter, at £18 one might think it’s a bit expensive,
but it is well worth a visit. It very cleverly explains and illustrates how
the car has changed our way of life and the enormous impact car
design and also most importantly, the car factor has had on society.
It’s well worth a visit and I have included a few photographs to give
you a flavour.
Sorry I didn’t make the Red Lion on the Thursday before Christmas for
a drink and a chat, but I had to be up at 5pm the following day to catch
a flight to Paris for a long weekend, as we were treated by our
daughter Claire to two days at Disney, with her and grandson Jacob.
Paris is certainly a beautiful city, especially at Christmas with all the lights and the
weather was very kind to us, with only slight rain late on Saturday afternoon. The
fireworks and light show on Saturday night at Disney were fantastic and the Christmas
Parade earlier on in the afternoon was great fun and Jacob certainly enjoyed it. Mind
you after two days of walking and queuing for the rides our feet could do with a rest.
On the Monday we went up the Eiffel Tower and unlike last time when
Ann and I went, we did manage to get to the top this time, which gave
fantastic views across the city and we were lucky with the weather, which
as you might guess can make all the difference. The one down side of
the weekend, was that the Metro and railways were on strike, which
made travel by taxi very expensive and we had a bit of a nightmare
journey out of Paris to the airport in a taxi on Monday afternoon, but
fortunately the flight home was delayed by an hour, so we luckily didn’t
miss our flight home!
Come Christmas day, Santa still didn’t deliver the Porsche, but I am ever
hopeful!
Not sure if Ann and I will make it to Brooklands for the New Year’s Day classic car meet this year, the queues to enter
last year were horrendous, even though we arrived early and missed the worse of them, however, many people I know
said they simply gave up and went back home and will give it a miss this year. The trouble is that it’s one of those events
that if the weather is good people come and if it looks dodgy then they won’t bother and as ever it’s a victim of its own
success. I probably will go, just to put some more miles on the new engine.
Please remember we have the first of our 12 cars on the 3rd January, organised this
year by Alan Thurbon who I am sure would like entries and offers of help to marshal
as well. What better way to blow away the cobwebs after the holiday break?
Doug and I will be attending the annual HRCR meet at Gaydon on the 11th January
to see what the championship has in store for us this year. In our opinion, one or two
events last year certainly didn’t deliver value for money, so it will be interesting to see
if the organisers have listened. Doug and I were fortunate to win our class again this
year; however, it was by default, as the class winner actually won the championship,
so we moved up from second in class to first. Hopefully with my illness behind me and
the car fully sorted we are looking at competing on more events this year.
Chairman’s notebook - continues on page 7
The Big End - January 2020
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Secretarys
••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Our last clubnight of 2019 in early December was well supported and certainly initiated a good start
to the festive season. Chairman Mike and Ian O’C organised a couple of quizzes of very different
styles and Anne came armed with lots of nibbles and choccies for us all, so many thanks for
providing a real fun evening.
I am writing these notes with Christmas been and gone and the New Year a few days away. Do hope
Santa was kind to you all and delivered exactly what you wished for. Certainly our grand children
did very well with amongst other things a new load of Lego for Grandad to play with!
I have a very busy NWL time in the first week of the New Year as on Friday 3rd January I will be
organising the first 12 Car rally of the winter season. At the time of writing it seems we are likely to
have at least ten competing crews which really makes all the organisation worthwhile. If anybody
out there wishes to assist with marshalling please let me know as soon as possible, as I am sure we
can find you a job!
There will be three further 12 cars on the first Friday of February, March and April so please put the
dates in your new diary and support these events either as a competitor or marshal.
On Tuesday 7th January we will be back at The Red Lion where I will be organising our traditional
post-Christmas Beetle Drive which is always great fun and enjoyed by all. Even if you have not
played previously it is well worth coming along as the game is really simple and there may even be
prizes for the most successful beetle drawers!.
Looking further ahead to Tuesday 4th February we will have Chris Baldwin coming along to The Red
Lion with his super Scalextric to provide us with an exciting evening of slot car racing
For the immediate future we have the following;
Friday 3rd January – NWL 12 Car Rally – start and finish Kensworth, near Dunstable
Tuesday 7th January – NWL Clubnight – Beetle Drive at The Red Lion, Hemel Hempstead
Thursday 16th January – NWL Chat and a Drink – The Red Lion, Hemel Hempstead
Tuesday 4th February – NWL Clubnight – Scalextric at The Red Lion, Hemel Hempstead
Friday 7th February – NEL 12 car rally – see details elsewhere
Thursday 20th February – NWL Chat and a Drink – The Red Lion, Hemel Hempstead
Tuesday 3rd March – NWL Annual General Meeting at The Red Lion

That’s about it for now – hope to see you at our events!
Do have a wonderful 2020.
Alan T
The Big End - January 2020
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North London Region (NEL / NWL / TV)

Motor Sport Coordinators' Bulletin
Date
Jan
Feb
Mar
Apr

January 2020

Day
Event (Status)
Type of Event
Club
Champ
Fri 3
* 12 Car Rally (Cm)
Navigational rally
CSMA NWL
Region
Fri 7
* 12 Car Rally (Cm)
Navigational rally
CSMA NEL
Region
Fri 6
12 Car Rally (Cm)
Navigational rally
CSMA NWL
Region
Sun 15
Brooklands Autosolo (Cm) Cross between autotest/sprint
CSMA MSG
Fri 3
12 Car Rally (Cm)
Navigational rally
CSMA NWL
Region
Sun 19
Juniper Autotest (Cm)
Tarmac autotest
CSMA NEL
BTRDA
Licence required: (I/Nat/Inter/Cm) = MSUK Licence, (C) = Club Card, () = Nothing, * = Regs available
Past Events
Future Events

12 Car Winter Series The new Winter season gets underway in January and runs for four events through to the start
of April, each four weeks apart. Hopefully the weather will be kind to us and we get a decent number of entries to make
it all worthwhile. The first event is on the 3rd January with Alan Thurbon in charge.
Carrying on for 2020 is the use of Standard Navigation Guidelines for organisers to make sure all the events are set at
the same level. These will also reduce the difficulty of the navigation, especially for the novices, so hopefully more of
you have a fun time out there. There may be a few tweaks to the types of navigation used, based on the feedback from
the organisers.
January 12 Car Rally Starting from The Farmers Boy PH, 216 Common Road, Kensworth, Dunstable LU6 2PJ, MR
166/ 028182, it will use map 166 (edition FEB 2018) for the 45 mile route, with first car starting at 8:31pm. There will be
three classes:- Beginners / Novices / Experts and the navigation will be tailored to suit the classes. Entry fee is £15 per
car. Offers of entries and marshals would be appreciated by Alan Thurbon and you can contact him on either 07904
958895 or alanthurbon@yahoo.com. Regs are now available from either the website at http://boundlessevents.uk or
myself.
February 12 Car Rally Starting from The Rose and Crown PH, Upper Green Rd, Tewin, Herts AL6 0LE, MR 166/
272148, it will use map 166 (edition FEB 2018) for the 45 mile route, with first car starting at 8:31pm. There will be three
classes:- Beginners / Novices / Experts and the navigation will be tailored to suit the classes. Entry fee is £15 per car.
Offers of entries and marshals would be appreciated by Graham Robinsonv and you can contact him on either 01702
219298 (Home), 07777 692022 (Mob) or graham.e.robinson@btinternet.com. Regs are now available from either the
website at http://boundlessevents.uk or myself.
March 12 Car Rally Starting from The John Bunyan PH, Colman Green, Herts AL4 8ES, 166/189125, it will use map
166 (edition FEB 2018) for the 45 mile route, with first car starting at 8:31pm. There will be three classes:- Beginners /
Novices / Experts and the navigation will be tailored to suit the classes. Entry fee is £15 per car. Offers of entries and
marshals would be appreciated by Pete Gregory and you can contact him on either 01525 861673 (Work), 07709
221115 (Mob) or pete.gregory@boundlesscommunity.co.uk. Regs will be available mid January from either the website
at http://boundlessevents.uk or myself.
Brooklands Autosolo The CSMA Motorsports Group will be returning to the start/finish straight of the Brooklands
Circuit in the grounds of the museum at Weybridge, Surrey for a second running of this AutoSolo event. The entry fee
will be discounted for Boundless members and this also gets you entry into all the museum facilities, so is a bit of a
bargain. Regs available in January.
Other Invites Please see the calendar above for other events we have an invite to. I can get regs for any of these, just
contact me if interested. We will be invited to all the Anglian Motor Sport Club autosolos/autotests throughout the year.
Mike Biss: NLR Motor Sports Coordinator

Tel: 07753 137415

E-mail: mike.biss@btinternet.com

MAJOR CHANGES TO COMPETING ON OUR 12 CAR RALLIES AND AUTOTESTS
The governing body Motorsport UK have introduced a requirement that all drivers and navigators
need to have a competition licence for 2020, to compete on any event. Although the entry grade
licence (RS Clubman) is free, anyone planning to compete on the 12 Car Rallies (Driver &
Navigator) or the grass autotests must make sure they obtain one in advance. It is very straightforward to do online (if you are 18 or over) at www.motorsportuk.org/2020-rs-clubman-licence/, or
via a paper application form for under 18’s and those that don’t quite meet the basic requirements.
Please help the organisers by applying well in advance.
The Big End - January 2020
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Chairman’s notebook - continued from page 4
Ann and I are taking the Sprite out on Allan Goddard’s New Year’s Run on the 12th January to try and put some miles
on it so that I can get it tuned up on a rolling road which will enable me to run it on the autosolo at Brooklands in March
and also hopefully the track day at Castle Coobe in April. In respect of the autosolo at Brooklands, I believe we are
getting a discounted entry fee to the museum as part of the entry fee, so keep a good lookout ror the entry forms etc.
as these should come to you either by e-mail or in the newsletter shortly.
Remember clubnight is on the 7th January at the Red Lion and if I don’t see you there then perhaps you might make
our drink and a chat on the 16th January also at the Red Lion and our next 12 car rally is on the 7th February.
Finally, Ann and I would like to wish you all a very happy and prosperous New Year.
Mike H.

NWL 12 Car Rally

Friday 3rd January

The Farmers Boy PH, 216 Common Road, Kensworth, Dunstable LU6 2PJ
MR 166 / 028182
There will be three classes:- Beginners / Novices / Experts - £15 entry fee
Navigation will be tailored to suit the classes - Map 166 FEB 2018 required
Standard Navigation Guidelines introduced for organisers – see regs for details
Organiser Alan Thurbon (alanthurbon@yahoo.com)
Marshals/Competitors required - Arrive before 7:45pm, first car starts at 20:31
Regs now available from website http://boundlessevents.uk or contact Mike Biss

NEL 12 Car Rally

Friday 7th February

Rose & Crown PH, Upper Green Rd, Tewin, Herts AL6 0LE MR 166/272148
There will be three classes:- Beginners / Novices / Experts - £15 entry fee
Navigation will be tailored to suit the classes - Map 166 FEB 2018 required
Standard Navigation Guidelines introduced for organisers – see regs for details
Organiser Graham Robinson (graham.e.robinson@btinternet.com)
Marshals/Competitors required

-

Arrive before 7:45pm, first car starts at 20:31

Regs now available from website http://boundlessevents.uk or contact Mike Biss

NWL 12 Car Rally

Friday 6th March

The John Bunyan PH, Colman Green, Herts AL4 8ES MR 166/189125
There will be three classes:- Beginners / Novices / Experts - £15 entry fee
Navigation will be tailored to suit the classes - Map 166 FEB 2018 required
Standard Navigation Guidelines introduced for organisers – see regs for details
Organiser Pete Gregory/Graeme Presswell (pete.gregory@boundlesscommunity.co.uk)
Marshals/Competitors required - Arrive before 7:45pm, first car starts at 20:31
Regs available mid Jan from website http://boundlessevents.uk or contact Mike Biss
The Big End - January 2020

Page 7

NWL Group

_________________________________________________________________________

Member Communities Communique
_________________________________________________________________

member.communities@boundless.co.uk

December 2019 Update
December Club Council Meeting
The Club Council met on the 4th December for their 69th meeting and were joined by the two recently
appointed Independent Council Members, Richard Ashcroft and Geoff Gaunt.
The usual Council business was conducted including the confirmation of the first ’Club Council On-theRoad’ meeting in September of next year in York. This initiative has been developed to encourage
greater involvement between the grass roots groups structure and the Club Council.
As is also usual, the Interest Group Leaders, Local Group Representatives, Club Captain and
Independent Council Member (ICM) provided an update on their activities and highlighted the issues the
Club Council should consider. A key element of these updates is to ensure there is wider communica
tion about matters that affect all the Groups. As such, ICM, Martin Fearn is now commencing a more
detailed look at the communication issues raised as part of the ICM Review Project conducted earlier in
the year, with a view to suggesting improvements where possible.
The Club Treasurer, Gerard O’Sullivan provided an update regarding the recently completed 2020
Budgeting process and thanked the Group Treasurers and Committees for completing their Budget
Requests in such a timely and efficient manner. Gerard was also delighted to inform the Council of the
CSMA Board’s approval for all the Groups budgets. Gerard was also asked to look in to the
eligibility and ethos of the Club’s Honoraria payments and as such will be conducting a detailed review
of these payments during the early part of 2020.
The Club Leader, Madeleine Grubb reported back from the Club Council’s Documentation Committee
regarding the updated Club Handbook. There have been several minor changes to the Terms of
Reference plus a number of updates to the Finance Guidelines and the C&C Rally Marshals Guide in
particular. The updated Handbook will be available very shortly on the Volunteer Hub.
Madeleine also outlined the proposed volunteer code of conduct that is planned to be developed to help
support our volunteer community. Madeleine explained that a key aspect to be considered within the
code of conduct will be the expectations placed on both the various volunteer roles and equally so on
the organisational structures designed to support them.

Sad News
The Club Council, along with all of us within the Club, were particularly saddened to learn of the passing
of long time Club stalwart, Peter Jones.
Peter will have been known to many members in the Club through his many roles, both within the
Groups structure and the Association as a whole. As a former Association Chairman, Vice President,
Club Historian and holder of many Group Officer positions, Peter personified everything that is great
about the Association. Rarely one not to make his views known, Peter had become a walking library of
information concerning the history and heritage of the Association. His contributions to the Association
over the years will always be too much to list, and will perhaps only be matched by his enthusiasm and
commitment in working for the benefit of his fellow members. He’ll be greatly missed by us all.
Peter’s funeral will be held on Monday 30th December at 1.30pm at Crawley Crematorium.

The Big End - January 2020
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More sad news
We were also informed a few weeks ago of the passing of
South-West Classic Vehicle Group Member, Alan
Kempster.
Alan had been involved with the Club for many years,
both from his time in Essex and more latterly in the South
West. Often seen competing in Autotests or driving his
white Gilbern Invader, Alan will be sadly missed by his
many friends and family.

Interest Group Committee Nominations
Have you ever wanted to contribute to one of our 8 Interest Group activities, or would you like to help
guide the direction of some of our largest and most successful Groups - well now is your chance!
During December and January, nominations are open for any member to nominate themselves to join
one of the Interest Group Committees.
Simply outline why you’d like to join one of the Committees and what skills and experience you could
bring and send your nomination to membercommunities@boundless.co.uk by the 31st January.
If you’d like to speak to any of the Interest Group Leaders to find out more about what’s involved, their
email addresses are listed below.
Social Breaks and Holidays
Trevor Rudderham: trevor.rudderham@boundlesscommunity.co.uk
Camping and Caravanning
Graham Davis: grahamdavis297@gmail.com
Motorsports
Mike Biss: mike.biss@btinternet.com
Karting
Denise Griffiths: karting.secretary@boundlesscommunity.co.uk
Motorcycling
Richard Ashcroft: richard.ashcroft@boundlesscommunity.co.uk
Classic Vehicle Group
Bernard Ward: bernard.ward3@btinternet.com
Marshalling
Ian Jarrett: ian.jarrett@boundlesscommunity.co.uk
4x4
Pete Gregory: pete.gregory@boundlesscommunity.co.uk

Sending in your Attendance Returns
Just a reminder that all Groups attendance numbers should be either emailed or telephoned to the
Member Communities team, ideally as soon as possible, but not later than 4 weeks after the event has
taken place (unless this is not possible due to being overseas, etc.).
The email address to use is membercommunities@boundless.co.uk or telephone 01273 744763
Thank you.

The Big End - January 2020
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Groups Out and About
NEC Classic Motor Show
Our Classic Vehicle Group were once
again very busy at the largest classic car
event of the year, over the weekend of
8th, 9th & 10th November at the NEC
Classic Motor Show.
Hosting hundreds of members and
displaying a variety of vehicles from
Volvo, Ford and BMW, this was another
great event showing the very best of
what our Boundless Groups can offer
members.

Kingdom of Fife
Halloween arrived for the Kingdom of Fife
Group, with Halloween celebrated in the
usual manner - around the dinner table!
And keeping with the ‘spooky’ theme - the
Group’s visit to the Enchanted Forest provided
for some fantastic visual treats.
Thanks to Ann Morrison for these photos.

Social Breaks and Holidays Group in Plymouth
Perfect sunny weather greeted the
Social Breaks Group for their long
weekend break in Plymouth during
November.
Fascinating visits to the intriguing city
sights plus delicious food and wine
whilst being entertained by the
Mayflower a cappella Group made for
a memorable weekend for everyone.

Don’t forget to keep sending us your events photos
and reports for inclusion in future Communiques!!
The Big End - January 2020
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Reporting of Accidents and Near Misses
Should you have an accident or an incident that could have
potentially caused injury or damage to property, the correct
procedure (after you’ve contacted the emergency services) is
to contact Britannia House to ascertain what the reporting
requirements may be, or any other further actions. Obviously
if the incident is out of office hours and isn’t urgent, then
please wait for the office to re-open.
However if the incident is an emergency, then the best phone
number to use is the 24hr contact number: 0330 123 2011.
Alternatively if the incident doesn't require immediate action,
please contact Nick Hoath, Head of Member Communities on
07912 794447. Please leave a message if Nick isn’t able to
answer.

Volunteer of the Year 2019
Deputy Club Leader, Pete Gregory was delighted to visit our Peterborough Group’s Christmas Quiz to
present the Volunteer of the Year Award to long time Boundless volunteer Bob Thomas.
Bob demonstrates such tireless
enthusiasm and commitment to not
one local Group, but two - Bob is a
Committee Member with our Ipswich
Group Committee as well as being the
Peterborough Group Secretary.
Bob is always so humble in his
approach, however Group Treasurer,
Tony Mason noted in his nomination
that the Group simply wouldn’t
function without Bob’s dedication.
For all those many members who
know Bob, they’ll surely agree a very
worthy recipient of the Award.
Well done Bob!

About the Communique
The Communique is sent to around 350 of our volunteers, Group and Association Officers and other
interested members. Many of the Group Secretaries also forward the Communique to those members
who regularly attend their Group events. Plus of course the Communique is added to the Volunteer Hub
https://volunteerhub.boundless.co.uk/ for members to download if they wish.

what you’d like to see more or less of, is the format ok, etc.?
Let us know by simply emailing member.communities@boundless.co.uk
Happy Christmas to everyone and the very Best Wishes for 2020!

The Big End - January 2020
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Diary
2020
••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
CLUBNIGHT Venue
The Red Lion,
56 London Road,
Hemel Hempstead
HP3 9TD

DRINK & CHAT Venue
The Red Lion,
56 London Road,
Hemel Hempstead
HP3 9TD

January
Fri 3rd
Tue 7th
Thu 16th
24th-26th

NWL 12 Car Rally
NWL Clubnight - Beetle Drive - The Red Lion, Hemel Hempstead
NWL Chat and a Drink - The Red Lion, Hemel Hempstead
WRC - Monte Carlo

February
Tue 4th
Fri 7th
14th-16th
Thu 20th

NWL Clubnight - Scalextric - The Red Lion, Hemel Hempstead
NEL 12 Car Rally
WRC - Sweden
NWL Chat and a Drink - The Red Lion, Hemel Hempstead

March
Tue 3rd
Fri 6th
13th-15th
Sun 15th
Sun 15th
Thu 19th
Sun 22nd

NWL Clubnight - AGM - The Red Lion, Hemel Hempstead
NWL 12 Car Rally
WRC - Mexico
MSG AutoSolo at Brooklands Musuem
F1 - Australia
NWL Chat and a Drink - The Red Lion, Hemel Hempstead
F1 - Bahrain

Dates to reserve:
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