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Opinions expressed in this newsletter are those of the contributor and not necessarily those of the CSMA Club, North West London Group 
Committee or those of the Editor. In addition, articles on maintenance, etc. are published in good faith and no liability can be accepted by the 
CSMA Club, North West London Group Committee or those of the Editor for the accuracy of such contributions or for damage or malfunction 
arising from their use, no matter how they are used.

Visit The Big End  on the Internet - http://news.boundlessevents.uk

THE BIRTHDAY BOX !
This month it’s happy birthday to the following people: Sara Austin, Shirley 
Baldwin and Gill Coghlin - congratulations all round!

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
NWL Group Officers & Committee 2018/19

Secretary

Alan Thurbon

 Home:  01582 602916
 Mobile: 07904 958895

 alanthurbon@yahoo.com

Chairman

Mike Harrison

 Home:  0208 841 1657
 Work: 0208 878 4667
 Mobile:  07974 268560

 mlh.bhm@btconnect.com

Treasurer

Doug Harrison

 Home:  01296 660660
 Mobile:  07917 021312

douglas.h@btinternet.com

Newsletter Editor

Mike Biss

 Home:  01525 720299
 Mobile: 07753 137415

mike.biss@btinternet.com

Competition Secretary - Post Vacant

Ian O’Connor
 

 Home:  01923 519874
 Mobile: 07770 750800

ianocon@hotmail.com

Pete Gregory

 Home: 01525 403405
 Work: 01525 861673
 Mobile: 07709 221115
pete.gregory@boundlesscommunity.co.uk

Shirley Baldwin

 Home:  01582 729922
 Mobile:  07974 085046

shirley.baldwin@aol.co.uk

Antony Cox

    
 Mobile:  07961 073 024

antcrew@hotmail.co.uk

Anne Grave s

 Home:  01923 819735
 Mobile:  07811 905360

anne.e.graves@btinternet.com

C l u b n i g h t
Old Rally Film Night

Tuesday 1st May

At our new clubnight venue 
The Red Lion PH

Starts 8pm
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Editorial
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
Wales Rally GB is having a bit of trouble with its route with the FIA, as they don’t want to issue a 
permit for the event if the power stage is as planned, with a tarmac route around the Great Orme 
and then through the streets of Llandudno. They think the stage should be on gravel, to “represent 
the rest of the event” but the organisers, and especially the sponsors, want to be able to bring the 
event as close as possible to the spectators. As the Welsh funding is due for renewal at the end of 
the year, the failure to get what they see as the perfect answer to their plans, may jeopardise the 
whole event for next year.

The Chinese grand prix was another ace that 
featured the safety car having an impact on the 
results. This time the safety car was deployed just 
after the front runners passed the pit entry, allow-
ing those just behind, like the Red Bulls, to call in 
their cars in a split second decision, which in the 
end gave them the race win. All this came about 
when the two Toro Rosso’s collided with each 
other after a communications misunderstanding about letting the other car through.

The Juniper autotest went off very well and running as part of the VSCC weekend certainly gave it 
an impressive atmosphere. So far the reports have been very good from their point of view and it is 
hoped we will be invited back next, although it will be running a week earlier due to Easter falling 
late. Although the entry was not as big as hoped, it certainly had quality at the top end and only 
mechanical problems for Richard Pinkney and a memory lapse for Malcolm Livingston prevented a 
proper fight at the front, leaving David Mosey to have 
a clean run all day to get victory. He was out for the 
first time in his newly re-built Mini Special and it 
seemed to go very well and was never headed all 
day. Thanks to all the marshals for making it happen 
and especially to Bob Tatum, who came over on the 
Friday afternoon to help me set up. It was definitely 
a case of having the previous day to put all the 
fencing up and lay out the tyres that made the course 
so much better and there would have been no way it 
could have all been done on the day. Next year, I 
must also remember to take the watches with me, doh! Luckily Duncan Wild had a couple to hand, 
as well as John Clavey having one. Saved trying to use mobile phones and the problems of being 
able to read them in bright sunlight, which some can, but others couldn’t.

The Boundless by CSMA AGM will this year be held on Thursday 28th June at the AMBA Charing 
Cross Hotel, The Strand, London WC2N 5HX commencing at 2.30pm.

No news on the Mini at present but hopefully work can start again soon. I think I may well have a go 
at the next event with the MX5, just to get out there and have a go.

The grass autotest season gets under way in June, so fingers crossed the weather will be kind to 
us this year and we can get the first two events off the ground. The first event will be our Greenacres 
autotest, so please put it in you diary to help out marshalling or competing. Regs out soon.

Mike B.

NOTE: Deadline for contributions to the June newsletter is Thursday 24th May
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Chairmans book
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
Well I can’t remember when I’ve had so much fun at a clubnight, the darts evening was hilarious!! A great vote of thanks 
to Alan Thurbon for organising it and to the rest of you who turned up on the night and made it such a memorable evening.

Rather like tying Ian O’Connor’s hands behind his back at the next 
quiz, I must remember to insist on Gwilym playing right handed 
(he’s left handed) at the next darts match! Sores etc, no doubt 
elsewhere in the newsletter curtesy of Mr Biss (ED: Unfortunately 
not, as I didn’t take any pictures of the results!).

As Alan suddenly found out he had a wedding reception to attend 
on the night of his 12-Car, we ran my 12-Car rally instead. This 
was the one which we had to cancel the month before because of 
the snow etc. This was the last 12-Car of this year’s series and 
collected eight entries, although one pulled out due to work com-
mitments. It was won by a novice on 1 fail and 1 minute, with all 
crews getting to the finish. So, a good result and my thanks to all 
the competitors and marshals for ensuring the event was a success and hopefully we will see you all out again next 
year. You will find the full results elsewhere in the newsletter.

Also last month saw me drive the GT40, third time lucky as they say, as on the previous two occasions the car got broke 
before I had a chance of a drive. Never mind, I did get some free laps out of it and so had eight in total, although the 

Saturday was damp, whereas before it was nice and dry and 
hot.. 

From the outside it looked exactly like a Gulf GT40, however, 
once on board it was very tatty, and I can understand why it got 
broke before, the rebuild certainly didn’t extend to the cockpit 
area. Belts were virtually none existant, no rev counter and no 
speedo! The instructor told me to pull away in second and just 
keep it in third, which was ok, given the heavy clutch and horrible 
gearbox, not to mention what felt like non servo brakes!The 
circuit was located at Abingdon Airfield so basically a runway 
etc, small straight and 90º bend, another small straight and 
another 90º bend and so forth. So basically, a small box, delib-
erately designed to keep the speeds down. The circuit was full 
of American muscle cars, both old and new and a few modern 

cars, such as the Nissan GT, Ferrari and Lamborghini etc.

After one lap he told me to overtake most of the other cars, commenting that I had obviously done this before, but 
honestly it wasn’t difficult, and I am sure they took the speedo out, so you had no real idea of how slow you were going, 
but it did sound nice! At the end he congratulated me on a nice drive and gave me a score of 93 out of a 100.

Did I enjoy the GT40, not sure, perhaps if it had been in better condition and it was on 
a proper decent track, but I suppose the Sprite and track days have spoilt me in this 
respect, but it certainly has allowed me to cross off another item on the bucket list! 
Finally, avoid Abingdon for red letter days!

Sadly, the Lancia is no more as Doug finally got the gearbox fixed and it has now been 
sold. A sad day one might say, but looking forward, we will soon have a new toy to play 
with as the Chevette has now been painted, so it won’t be too long before the engine 
and gearbox and all the other bits have been fitted. We should be going up for a seat 
fitting later this month, so Doug will no doubt have some better photos of the car to 
show you all next month.

Unfortunately, the combined two teams of the Robin brothers and Mike Biss and myself 
failed to bring home the Quadruplex Trophy last month, some dodgy scoring on one of 
the rounds meant that one group’s team could have won the competition on their own 
without the additional scores of their other team. A shame as Bernard and John had 
obviously put a lot of effort into organising the competition.

Continued on Page 7
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Secretarys 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
Our fun darts evening at last month’s clubnight failed to discover the next Phil Taylor however 
Gwilym Griffiths certainly put the rest of us to shame with some fine throwing. I think it must show 
signs of the amount of time he must have spent in the pub in his earlier years! It certainly proved to 
be a fun evening and after a thrilling game of ‘round the clock’ a few games of killer darts soon made 
you realise who your true friends were.

The final 12 car rally of the winter series took place on Friday 6th April under the organisational skills 
of our Chairman and it seemed to be a well-received event enjoyed by all who took part. I am sure 
you will find the results elsewhere in this Big End. 

One week later saw the running of the inter group Quadruplex competition where we fielded two 
teams but evidently a rather weird scoring system produced some strange results although good fun 
was had by all.

Our May clubnight on the 1st will be film / dvd night when some super, mostly motorsport, films will 
be shown. Come along to the function room at The Red Lion early for a good seat and the action 
starts around 8.00pm.

Regulations and further details of the first grass autotest of the summer should now be available so 
get yourself a copy and enter or marshal if you possibly can. The autotests will be held on the 
second Sunday of each month, June to October inclusive.

Clubnights during the months of June to September will be held away from the Red Lion, the first of 
which will be a walking treasure hunt run by Anne and Steve and based from The Saracens Head, 
Kings Langley – watch out for more details.

For the immediate future we have the following;

Tuesday 1st May – NWL Clubnight  – film / dvd night. Please contact Doug Harrison if you have 
copy of any (fairly short) dvd that you think we may all appreciate a viewing of.

Thursday 17th May – NWL Chat and a Drink  at The Red Lion

Tuesday 5th June – NWL Clubnight  – walking treasure hunt at Kings Langley where it is hoped a 
nice evening will enable us all to enjoy an investigative walk.

Sunday 10th June – NWL Greenacres Autotest  at Stanbridgeford.

Thursday 21st June – NWL Chat and a Drink  at The Red Lion

That's about it for now - hope to see you at our ev ents!

Alan T
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Date Day  Event (Status) Type of Event Club Champ
May Sun 13 * Spring Solo (C) Cross between autotest/sprint Farnborough DMC 
 Sun 20 * Gravel Autotest (C) Loose surface autotest Bedford CC 
 19/20  *  Miglia Quadrato ()  City of London treasure hunt  UH&ULMC 
 Sun 20 * Heritage Autosolo (C) Cross between autotest/sprint Harrow CC 
 Sat 26 * Rockingham AutoSolo (C) Cross between autotest/sprint Peterborough MC 
Jun Sat 9 * Carnival Autosolo (C) Cross between autotest/sprint Dolphin MC 
 Sun 10 * Greenacres Autotest (C) Grass autotest CSMA NWL Region
Jul Sun 8  Grasshopper Autotest (C) Grass autotest CSMA NEL Region
 Sun 8  Summer Solo (C) Cross between autotest/sprint Farnborough DMC 
Aug Sun 5  Rockingham AutoSolo (C) Cross between autotest/sprint Peterborough MC 
 Sun 12  NEW Autotest (C) Grass autotest CSMA NWL Region
 Sat 18  Rockingham AutoSolo (C) Cross between autotest/sprint Peterborough MC 
Sep Sun 09  Chiltern Autotest (C) Grass autotest CSMA NWL Region
Oct Sun 14  Autumn Autotest (C) Grass autotest CSMA NWL Region

Licence required:  (I/Nat A/Nat B/Cm) = MSA Licence,  (C) = Club Card,  () = Nothing,  * = Regs available

April 12 Car Rally  A successful last 
event of the season saw all the crews 
get round the route without problem, 
other than missing the odd codeboard. 
A good result by Kevin and Harry 
mean they will have to enter as experts 
for future events. Also getting a good 
result were Mark and Gwilym, who 
although slower than the rest, got all 
the codeboards and bagged second place. There were some nice roads on the route and the weather was much kinder 
than the previous month.

Quadruplex North East London hosted the event over at the very 
nice venue in Hertford and they put on a very varied selection of 
rounds. By far the best was the “guess the item” round where you 
were presented with an object and had to guess what it was used 
for or who would use it from four options. It was very educational 
in what items were around in the past. The event scoring was a 
bit disjointed, with points for rounds ranging from 14 to a theoreti-
cal infinity!, rather than a consisted value for each round as nor-
mally used. However, it was well received and the eight crews 
enjoyed themselves. The next event is the Hollstar in the autumn, run by NWL.

Juniper Autotest  The event at Silverstone seemed to go off ok, as far as the competitors were concerned, although 
quite a lot of them had problems with their cars. We were better supported by marshals this year and the tests could be 
designed to make use of this. Thankfully any rain held off until the evening. In addition, it was amazing looking and 
hearing all the old cars racing round the circuit. It was nice to hear the drivers of these cars appreciating the skill of the 
autotest drivers on display. David Mosey brought out his newly re-built Mini Special and had a penalty free day to take 
the lead from the first round all the way to the finish. Hopefully he has got over the loss on a tie decider from last year.

Grass Autotests  These are scheduled to run on the second Sunday of the month, between June and October. We are 
currently still sorting out who is organising the June event, as Mike Harrison is not available this year, but regs should 
be out by the beginning of May.

Other Invites  Please see the calendar above for other events we have an invite to. I can get regs for any of these, just 
contact me if interested. We will be invited to all the Anglian Motor Sport Club autosolos/autotests throughout the year.

Mike Biss: NLR Motor Sports Coordinator   Tel: 07753 137415           E-mail: mike.biss@btinternet.com

North London Region (NEL / NWL)

Motor Sport Coordinators' Bulletin May 2018

Past Events

Future Events
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The best round was the 30 mystery items, with each one offering you a choice of four answers 
of what it was or who would use it. Brilliant and a real eye opener back into the past, for 
instance who has ever heard of a sugar cutter, they are like oversized scissors but with a short 
blade arrangement at the end, rather like tongs, or the face massager, which was a dimpled 
rubber roller, which most of us thought was a paint stippler!

The Sprite came back from Frontline with a clean bill of health, but then decided not to start and it’s still 
there as the laptop refused to talk to the Emerald ECU, which was finally chased down to a faulty cable, 
so a new one has been ordered. As the plugs and leads were changed at the last visit the problem is 
likely to be the coil pack, cross fingers it’s not the ECU!

After 201,500 miles of trouble free motoring (except for a new clutch at 155,000 miles and regular cam belts), I finally 
exchanged the old Audi A4 estate for a newer version, this being on a 65 plate with 45,000 miles on the clock. Oh yes, 
nearly forgot, yes, it has got 4WD this time!

Obviously, the new one has a few more driver aides etc, some good, like tyre pressure warning sensors and some bad 
like the electronic handbrake which won’t let you drive off without your seatbelt on, which is annoying when you just want 
to the move the car down the driveway 25 yards!

This month’s club night is film night and Doug has got some good historic footage for us all to watch and have a laugh 
at, especially the haircuts! 

So hopefully I will see you all at club night on the 1st May and if not perhaps noggin on the 17th May, both taking place 
as usual at the Red Lion Public House, Hemel Hempstead. 

Oh yes, and don’t forget about the Track day at Castle Combe on the 23rd May as well.

Mike H.

Clubnight 5th June - Walking Treasure Hunt

Saracens Head PH, 47 High Street, 

Kings Langley WD4 9HH

No map required for the walking treasure hunt.

Meeting inside the pub for start at 7:30pm.

Finish 9pm latest.

Anne & Steve organising

NWL Greenacres Autotest  -  Sunday 10th June
At the Stanbridgeford field, Beds (near Dunstable)

Organiser TBA at present  -  Entry Fee £20 (Juniors £10)  
All forwards tests on smooth grass, passengers required

Great fun day out driving  -  Marshals required

Regs available soon from Mike B or http://boundlessevents.uk
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Member Communities Communique
member.communities@boundless.co.uk

April 2018 Update

Groups Networking Meetings

Nearly 80 members gathered at two separate Networking
Meetings in Sheffield and Swindon hosted by the Club
Leader, Heather Glanville.

Heather introduced a range of issues including increasing
the attractiveness of our events and how Groups can
promote their events. Heather also provided members with
an update regarding the Attendance growth the Member
Communities saw during 2017, the impact of GDPR, the
importance of our Finance Guidelines, the ‘Time for Growth’
strategy for the Association and some of the new initiatives
the Club Leadership are looking to introduce during 2018.

Club Leader, Heather Glanville

The detailed outcomes from the Networking Meetings are being collated and will be circulated shortly.
However, we are equally as keen to hear from those members who did not attend the Networking
Meetings as to what sort of topics these meetings should be addressing and even the preferred format.
Email your suggestions to nicholas.hoath@boundless.co.uk or heather.glanville@boundless.co.uk

Attendance at Member Communities Activities 2017

The good news is that 2017 saw a slight increase overall in members attending Member Communities
events. Whilst some Groups are continued to experience a challenging time with the numbers attending
their events, many other Groups are seeing the number of members engaging with their activities
increasing.

Attendance at Member Communities Events 2017
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General Data Protection Regulations (GDPR)

You may or may not have heard of these new regulations that
become law on the 25th May 2018. They are having a
sweeping effect on the way organisations manage our personal
data and the impact on Boundless as a large Data Controller
has been and continues to be, very significant.

Financial Guidelines

You may or may not be aware that Boundless is regulated
by the Financial Conduct Authority (FCA). As such all of
our financial management is regulated, similar to that of
any other financial organisations (banks, insurance
companies, etc.)

As with the GDPR regulations, the Member Communities
are governed by the same rules. What this means for us,
is that all our income and outgoings needs to be clearly
accounted for, which is why Groups are required to provide
returns, which are then audited by our Accounts team in
Britannia House. It doesn’t need to be complex; just what
monies are coming in and what the Group have spent.

Club Treasurer, Madeleine Grubb

If you have any questions about the finance regulations, simply ask the Club Treasurer, Madeleine Grubb
who will be delighted to advise. Email: madeleine.grubb@boundless.co.uk

As GDPR is such a significant issue for Boundless as a whole, the Association has employed a specialist
to advise us on what we can continue to do, but probably more significantly, what we can’t! The one
guiding principle we have had to be mindful of, is that the Member Communities are subject to exactly
the same legislation as the rest of the Association – we are one and the same organisation.

For the Member Communities, the most significant changes have affected how we keep attendance
information and also the methods we use to keep in touch with our Members.

The Attendance recording changes still allow you to collect attendee’s names if you need them for
running an event, for example for catering purposes or maybe for an ongoing competition, however, this
data must be destroyed immediately after the event unless you have specific permission from the
member to keep it. For attendance reporting, Member Communities only need the number of members
and the number of guests at the event – not the names. The simple reason for this is that GDPR now
requires the permission from every attendee for us to retain this information. Last year this would have
meant collecting nearly 18,000 permissions – a logistical nightmare I think you’ll agree!

As for our keeping in touch with members. We have worked hard to create a process that allows Groups
to retain members contact details so long as they a) follow the appropriate processes, b) gain the
appropriate permissions. Data Protection guidelines have been circulated to all Groups, however if you
have any questions, please contact the Member Communities team.

Date for Your Diary

One of the initiatives introduced at the Networking Meetings was the development of a series of
‘Member Events’ for 2018. Details are just being finalised, however a definite date for your diary will be
the Boundless Day Out at Beaulieu Motor Museum. We’re planning this great day for members for
Saturday 22 nd September 2018 . More details will follow for this event and the others planned.
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We will be running further sessions later in the year, including one in the North of the country, please
let Nick Hoath know if you would like to attend a session. The notes from these sessions are also
available for Groups, please contact Kadie e: kadie.crichton@boundless.co.uk if you’d like to request
a copy.

Graham Maxwell

It is with great sadness that we report the passing of NW Motorsports Secretary, Graham Maxwell on
Sunday 18th March 2018 after a short illness. Graham had been diagnosed with Cancer just eight
weeks prior to his death.
He gave so much of his time and himself to supporting local motor sport clubs at grass roots level as an
organiser and marshal. In 1997 he won the Knutsfords Scatter championship in a 4x4 Sierra as
Navigator and was the driving force in setting up the Tour of Cheshire.

Always keen to help, Graham offering to
look after one of Prodrive’s cars

Graham enjoyed competing in autotests and
autosolos. In recent years he was a regular Clerk
of Course on the Boundless/CSMA Lymm
events. In the last 18 months he organised
factory tours for club members; to Prodrive, M –
Sport, Bentley and Brigg Automotive Company
as well as running a six car stand at the Footman
James Classic Car Show last September.

Our thoughts go out to Graham’s wife, Rita and
all the family at this sad time.

New Group – Thames Valley

Following the closure of the West Middlesex Group, several members who previously used to enjoy
activities with that Group have got together to form a new Group up the road a few miles in Reading.
The new Group, called Thames Valley Group, will be participating in a range of motoring and social
activities.

Led by our venerable Club Captain, Allan Goddard the Group have already established a Committee and
saw nearly 30 members in attendance for their inaugural meeting.

Group Officers: Group Chairman: Allan Goddard
Group Secretary: Nick Palumbo, E: n.palumbo@btinternet.com
Group Treasurer: Christine Hiscock

Facebook Training

We were delighted to see over 20 members attending the series of
training sessions during February and March, to learn how to best utilise
this new-fangled thing called ‘Facebook’.

Led by Member Communities Executive, Kadie Crichton, all attendees
went through tasks such as setting themselves up to use Facebook,
addressing some of the myths that surround Social Media and Facebook
in particular and how their individual Groups can make the best use of
this channel to both enjoy the success of previous events and keep in
contact with members.
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Future Items for the Communique

Do you have something you’d like to be included in the Communique?

Maybe some photos of one of your recent events, or a major milestone being reached by one of your
members, or even just an update on something your group have been doing?

Email us at: member.communities@boundless.co.uk or Telephone: 01273 744763

Lothian Group Secretary Muses ………

Here’s a little piece penned by Lothian Group Secretary, John Marshall a couple of
years ago.

Just a bit of fun, but does this ring any bells with your Group…?
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Diary  2018

Dates to reserve:

May

Sun 1st F1 - Austria
Tue 3rd  NWL Clubnight - Two Brewers Scatter - Chip perfield Common
Sun 8th F1 - British Grand Prix
Sun 8th NEL Grasshopper Autotest
Thu 19th NWL Chat and a Drink - The Red Lion  Please text editor if attending
Sun 22nd F1 - Germany
27th-29th WRC - Finland
Sun 29th F1 - Hungary

July

Tue 5th  NWL Clubnight - Walking Treasure Hunt - Kings Langley
8th-10th WRC - Italy
Sun 10th NWL Greenacres Autotest
Sun 10th F1 - Canada
Thu 17th NWL Chat and a Drink - The Red Lion Please text editor if attending
Sun 24th F1 - France
Thur 28th Boundless by CSMA AGM - London

June

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
CLUBNIGHT Venue

The Red Lion, 
56 London Road, 

Hemel Hempstead 
HP3 9TD 

DRINK & CHAT Venue
The Red Lion, 

56 London Road, 
Hemel Hempstead 

HP3 9TD 

Tue 1st  NWL Clubnight - Film/DVD night - The Red Lion
Sun 13th F1 - Spain
Thu 17th NWL Chat and a Drink - The Red Lion Please text editor if attending
18th-20th WRC - Portugal
Sun 27th F1 - Monaco


